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To the Right Honourable George Lord Jettreys A 
Baron of Wem, Lord High Chancellour of 
England, and one of the Lords of His Majeſties 
mot Honourable Privy Council. 


My Lord, 


S I muſt ever humbly acknowledge, it is from your Lordſhips Favour, 
| am continued in this my Station; fo I hold my ſelf obliged to give 
ſome Teſtimony to your Lordſhip, and the World, 1 have endea- 
voured to purſue my Duty, as the moſt grateful AcknowledgementI 

am able ro make; though his Majeſty hath been graciouſly pleaſed to call you 

ſo near himſelf ro his Councils and Service in his Arduis regni, yet you cannot be 

out of the reach of the humble Addreſles of the meaneſt Subje&t. Therefore 1 

humbly take confidence, from the Reſpect your Lordſhip hath ſhewn the Grocers 

Company, in decoming a Member of their Society, F whereof his late Majeſty of 

Bleſſed Memory thought it no Derogation to his Soveraignty to be Chief) 

to lay open before your Honor their Condition, in the following Sheets; as well 

aſſured ( if your Lordſhip vouchſate to inſpect them ) you can better apprehend 
my Senſe therein , then | am able to expreſs it on their behalf. It is too well 
known,they long ianguiſhed in Ruines, and under Reproach: But having now the 
benefit of the Sun-ſhine to gather Lite and Motion, from the Effects of their late 

Charter and Confirmation, and the farther aid and afliſtance of kind BenefaCtors; 

they can ( with all humble Submiſſion ) never have better grounds of hope for De- 

liverance, then from the benign influence of this Conjun&ion of Planets, ſo near the 

Sun, Pardon (I moſt humbly belcech your Honour) this my Preſumption; and 

upon account of my Dutifull Meaning be pleaſed to permit the humble Ad- 

dreſſer to ſubſcribe himſelf 


May u pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Tour Tlonors mo$t O0bliged, Faithful, 


and moft Humble Servant, 


W. Ravenhill, Clerk 
of the Company of 


Grocers. 
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To the Right Honourable John Lord Sheffeild, Baron 
of Butrerwicke, Earl of Mulgrave, Kmght of 
the moi Noble Order of the Garter, Lord Cham- 
berlain of his Majeities Houfhold, and one 0 


the Lords of his Majeſties moſt Honourable 
Privy Council. 


My Lord, 


HE following Sheets were prepared and publiſhed for the Service of 
the Company of Grocers ( ſoon after I was choſen their Clerk ) and 
for Satisfaction of thoſe Members, who promoted my EleCtion: And, 
as I endeavoured by my faithful Service, to Record my Title in their 

Hearts; So from thence alone ( as the procuring Cauſe ) I muſt humbly acknow- 
ledge my ſelf to be therein confirmed by Charter, deliring theſe two may be 
inſeperably annexed ; that I may hold my Place, both as a good Subject, and a 
faithful Servant. And ſince I am ſo happy, as to be therein inrolled your Lordſhips 
Servant, | humbly crave leave (on my Maſters behalf ) to tell the World, That 
the Grocers muſt ever reckon it their chief Boaſt and Glory, and acknowledge ir 
th<ir peculiar Happineſs, to have their Charter and Confirmation, paſſed under 
the Conduct of ſo illuſtrious a Maſter. God hath diſtinguiſhed your Lordſhip, 
by thoſe eminent Virtues, which have commended you to rhe Favour of two moſt 
Wiſe and JuſtPrinces. And as you might have been Styled our Vice-roy to his 
late Majeſty, (of Bleſſed Memory who graciouſly condeſcended to own himſelf 
our Maſter and) by your Honour ( bearing his Royal Command) to require 
hts Attorney Generall to diſpatch our Charter ( in the utmoſt extent of Law ) 
to our advantage So we may now ( with humble Confidence ) aſſure our ſelves 
we ſhall not want a friendly Mediator, with our molt Grgcious Soveraign, his 
moſt dear Brother, and Lawful Succeſlour ; whoſe Goodneſs fo charmes the worit 
of his Enemies, that we caunot deſpair of his Benignity, towards ſo proper an 
Object of his Bounty and Charity. And lince youare pleaſed ( afterthe example 
of many of the Patriots, and renowned Heroes of Old ) to divert your felt in 
Merchandizing ; we tzke the more freedom totell your Lord(t.ip, That this Com- 
pany ( for that reaſon) above all others in London, may jultly claim an Intereſt 
in you, as having bred meny eminent Merchants, trom whoſe Loyns have ſprung 
ſeveral Noble Familiesin this Kingdom. And for its Antiquity, may derive its 
Originall from «the R:-14ns themielves, who were Merchants trading in Rome 
17co years lince in Spicery; and from thence may modeſtly be preſumed to have 
tranſplanted themſelves (with their Conquelt of this Iſland ) into this City,under 
the Denomination of Pepperers, long betore they were incorporarcd by the name 
of Grocers. And as they have been Eminent many Hundred years, for a Seminary 
of Merchants, and Nurſery of Charities; ſo Providence hath Seated them in the 
very Center of this Metropolis, once the Manſion-Houlſe of a Noble Peer of this 
Realm. Neither havethey been ſhort in their Duty as Subjects: For upon the break- 
ing out of the late Unnatural Rebellion, they accommodated his Majelties late 
Father, King Charles, the Royal Martyr of Bleſſed Memory, with a conſiderable 
Sum of Money in his greateſt Exigencies; and now of late, in times of greatelt 
difficulty in this City, they gave ample Demonſtrations of their Sincerity towards 
zhe Crown, and Government by Law eſtabliſhed; their greateſt unhappineſs 
having been for ſeveral years paſt, to languiſh under the ſ2d Effetts of War and 
Fire, which conſumed their whole Revenue in London, and rendred them un- 
capable of diſcharging their Debts and Charities, which hath much Eclipſed 
them, and occaſioned many of their Members to Incorporate themſelves in other 
Companies, 
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Companies, who ſhould have born their Proportion in diſcharge of that Bur- 
then. But we hope to put a ſtop to that growing Evil, by the aid of our new 
Charter z injoyning all uſeing the Myſtery, from henceforth to come into the 
Company , and by your Honours favourable Patronage, to have our Antient 
Rights Eſtabliſhed, and this Company reſtored ( as it was once) fruitful in 
Eminent Citizens, who may become Pillars to bear up the Grandeur of Go- 
vernment in this great City, which hath in all Ages been eſteemed very uſeful 
and Scrviceablc to the Crown, as it were, giving Legs and Wings to Naviga- 
tion, by which alone this Itle hath been able to give Laws to al the World : 
And indeed, the whole Nation hath ever Ebbed and Flowed, according to the 
Splendor and Eclipſe of Trade and Cominerce here. And though ſhe onghr 
for ever to be aſhamed, and to humble her ſelf even in the duſt, tor her Horrid 
Rebellion againſt the Royal Martyr King Charles the Firſt; and for her no leſs 
Ingratitude towards his late Sacred Majeſty, of Bleſſed Memory ; yet moſt 
humbly it may be preſum'd, 'tis highly the Intereit of the Crown of England, 
toadvance the Trade and Proſperity of this City, as its grear Chamber, which 
the more rich and Populous, the more ſerviceable it may be upon all Occalions, 
when ( by direct Rules preſcribed to curb all Sedition, and managed by the 
Senators under the Conduct of their Royal Soveraign himlelt ) it may be weilded 
as one great Engine, by the Helm in his own hand. ; 

Thus, this City ( if_ His Majeſty will be fo Graciouſly pleaſed ) trained up 
and diſciplined, ever in her riſfing Proſperity, owning all her Greatnels to his 
Royal Favour and Bounty, and as a fenlble Creature naturally Faithful and 
Obſequious ro its preſent Benefactor: ) may (in a ſhort time ) become the 
Emporium of the World, and pay willing Service and Allegiance to its Lawtul 
Soveraign, and thereby advance his Majelties Grandeur and Intereſt, both ar 
home, and abroad, above all the Kings of &»27/2nd, that have gone before him : 
Having thus melted her down, he may calt her in his own Mold, and be more 
kind to her, than ever they have been; and ſo by his own Beneficence to her 
augment his own Soveraignty. But as Seditioa in the City ( whea under Irre- 
gular ConcuCt ) gave Harbour to ſeveral Libertines, and Lawlets Perfons, fa- 
voured by the FaCtion: So ( with all humble Submiſſion) it may be equally 
inconvenient, for both City and Suburbs, ro increaſe and multiply with For- 
reigners and Natives, trading under no reltraint of Government, whereby they 
wi:l be capable ( as not bearing any ſhare of the publick Charge of the Govern- 
ment of the City ) not only to under: fell the Citizens, who are under the moſt 
regular Occonomy ( for Civil Government ) in the World; but alſo to con- 
trive counterfeit & deceitful Ways, in all kinds of Trading, and Dealing, 
the Epidemical Diſeaſe ever Springing from {uch Liberty, without any in- 
ſpeCtion or contronl ; which may foon ruine the Ciry, to the total Subverſion 
( which God forbid) of innumerable Charities, founded by Pious BenefaCtors 
in Ages paſt, and turn all toa Receptacle for innumerable Vermine, ( Lawleſs 
and DiſcontentedPerſons ) too apt to turn Levellers, and follow any Leaders that 
ſhall head a FaCtion ; the natural Conicquent of Trading and Commerce, with- 
out the Sanction of ſtrift Laws and Ordinances, to regulate and inſpeC the 
Abutes, and Deceits, in the Species of every Myltery : For as they live them- 
ſelves, without Law or Rule, fo they train up their Servants to excell in nothing, 
but what is unlawtul or irregular, 

Andnow ( My Lord) mayl ( with like humble Submiſſion) ſpeak the Senſe 
of many Loyal and Worthy Men in this City, who have long waited for ſome 
good S.maritare:; No Man can be better qualified as a proper Medium, between 
his Majeity, and this City, than your Lordſhip, as a Member ( lo highly ac- 
complithed ) of the one, and being happy in ſo favourable an Acceis cothe other, 
to repreſenttheir Caſe, and become their Advocate z and you could never have 
a better opportunity to demonſtrate your Loyalty to the King, and lay a more 
{ure and laſting Foundation of true Honour to your ſelf: A Work lo acceptable, 
that | am wel] aſſured (1 humbly hope) the Lord High Chancellor of England 
( whoſe great Soul is moſt aptly diſpoicd ro promote to extenlive 2 Gon ) nd 
being himſelf a Member of the Grocers, as well as the Drapers, will (according to 
his wonted Benignity towards all honeſt and Loyal Citizens ) «' :ertiily ad- 
viie and aſſiſt your Lordſhip therein. This is a God-like «4, and in time 
( put in execution) may make you both, the Joy of t'+ note Land, and 
healing Phyſicians to Mother and Daughter, (1 mean the City anu Nation) in 
thus becoming Adyocates for both 
P My 
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My Noble Lord, I have thus adventured moſt humbly to Addreſs my i 
ſelf, preſuming I might the more freely, as being daily Converſant, where | 
I may have better Information, and take notice of thoſe things which 
may not be known either to Men of greater Parts, and far above me, or ſuch 
of inferior Rank, as have no Inclination to diſcharge ſo great a Duty ; hum- 
bly hoping your Lordſhip will diſpence with my Zeal herein, on behalf of my 
Mother the City, and my Miſtreſs the Company, deſiring to approve my 
ſelf in all Duty, and Faithfulneſs to both, as 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Your Honours moſt Obſequious, 


Faithful, and moſt Flumlle Servant, 


W. Ravenhill, Clerk 
of the Company of 


GGrocers. 


To 
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To the Right Honourable George Earl of Berkeley, 
Viſcount Durſley, Baron of Berkeley, Moubray, 
Seagrave, and Brice, and one of the Lords 


of His Majeſties moſt Honourable Privy Coun- 


cal. 


My Lord, 


T is ſufficiently manifeſt, to all that have the Honour to know your Lord- 
ſhip, that you have given a moſt clear Demonſtration in your ſelf, of 


what the Poet ſo long ſince obſerved * that true Nobility is but Virtue + xps,1;-,, 
exemplified in a more Glorious Character : All that the moſt excellent $a ef, at que 
Tongue or Pen can expreſs more, may favour of Flattery, or empty Praiſe , «n:c4 vireus. 


by rather Diminiſhing then Augmenting ſuch real Worth : However, that | may Ju#- 
purſue the great Duty, of Suwm wique Tribuere, | preſume to make it known 
to the World, how Eminent a Member the Grocers have to glory in; and withal, 
that in becoming ſo, you rendred them no more, than a Reputation ſuitable to 
their Merit; for though the Honourable Ea#t-Jndia Company have caule to 
boaſt of ſo Noble a Patriot, and that you moſt deſervedly prelide in the Honour- 
able Society of Merchants, trading to the Levant Seas, and in both employing 
your Talent, for the Service of your Prince, and Good of your Country : Yet, 
My Lord, ſhould theſe Societies be both traced to their Original, they mult 
own themſelves the Offspring of the Grocers, who were the firſt Nurſery of 
Merchants , in this City trading abroad, and (I may boldly affirm) gave Being 
at firſt to our Navigation: As may appear by Ancient Records of Entries ot 
Apprentices, to Members of this Company; which though it bath for ſome time 
languiſhed under the ſad Effefts of War, and Fire, Eclipſing its Luſtre , yet 
( Bleſſed be God ) She may not unfitly eſteem her ſelf to be the beſt Foundation, 
( both for Scituation and ancient Stock ) for good Patronage of any Corporation 
in this City; his late Majeſty of Blelled Memory ( whom ſhe might glory in 
as her Great Malter ) having been graciouſly pleafed by Charter to reſtrain, and 
ſettle the Myſtery, with Enlargement of Priviledges, to make way for thoſe 
advantages of future Improvemenr, to preſerve it in a Succeſſion, an continue it 
a Seminary of Merchants,and good Citizens, anda Nurſery of Charities; and for 
tieſe reaſons ſhe may(with an humble Boldneſs)claim aid and afliſtance from every 
Member, to raiſe and reſtore her to her priſtine Splendour, as «a work no way 
Lerogatory to the molt renowned Heroe, but as belt becoming the greateſt, as 
weil as the beſt, both of Subjects, and Chriſtians ; wherein as a poor Labourer 
I joytully ſerre in the meaneſt Office, and aſpire to uo Higher Title than to 
be eſteemed 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Tour Honours moſt Faithfull, - 
And Humble Servant, 
W. Raventill, Cer; 
of the Company of 
Cirocers, 


To 


Pr 
jw  w—_— 
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To the Right Honourable $ir Thomas Chicheley 
Knight, Chancellor of the Dutchy of Lancaſter, 
and one of His Majeſties moſt Honourable Privy 


Council, 
Str, 
DI Hough it be an undoubted Maxime amongſt Wiſe Men, * that no- 
* Nam genus thing can truly enoble a Mar, or be ſo properly caHfed his own, 
©& proaves & as what he doth himſelf, and his own Acquilitions 3 yet nothing 


CCL : . . h 
Se efl wx is more frequent in this degenerate Age, than tor thele Men, 


eancſtra voco, who inheritleaſt of their Parents Virtue, and Honour, to pride and boalt them- 
Orid. ſelves, in their Noble Extraftion; * Though at the ſame time, by their wil- 
*Sremmata fyll Ignorance, and Debaucheries, they may be truly ſaid, not only to have 
qurd prone forfeited all pretence untof, but to have inhumanely Butchered, the Honor of 
quid predeſt , we} 0 . ITY 
Portice longo their Families. 1 may adventure ( without flattery to afhirm, that if any 
Sanguime cen- Member of the Grocers Company ( which tor many Hundred years hath been 
ſeri pittus moſt prolifick of any Society in London of Honourable and Worthy Members ) 
= ”_ . may Glory in their Anceſtors, you have much more cauſe ſo to do, and that in 
ED ſo doing you revive the true Honor of the Grocers, who have been fruitfull 
Amilianos in ſuch an Offspring, I find in old Records, as Ancient as King Henry the Fourth, 
Juy. three Brothers of your Anceſtors, the Eldeſt named Henry Chicheley, being then 
Lord Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, a moit worthy Prelate, whoſe exccllency 
appears inthe Divine Character of his Life written by Dr. Ducke, the Second 
Brother William, and Robert the Third (from whote Loyns you delceiided ) 
both in their turns Sheriffs and Aldermen ot this City, and Members of the 
Grocers Company : And herein I am happy to have an inſtance fo near our 
ſelves, making good one Article of my humble Exhortation to Charity in the 
cloſe of my following Sheets, that it any cauſe can be afligned, for continuance 
of Honor, and Eſtate, in a Name and Family; it mutt be in a pious, and 
charitable Foundation laid by their Anceltors, as it were, leaving God an 
Overſeer, to preſerve a plaſtick Virtue in the Family, to Spring again into 
Honor and Elitate. And indeed, I cannot have a better Demontitration of this 
Truth, then in your Self, and Family: Your ſaid great Anceſtor Robert ( who 
was afterwards twice Lord Mayor of this City, and a moſt Liberal BenetaCtor 
to the Poor) having been the Pious Founder of the Pariſh Church of 
St. Srephens Walbrook, ( which continues to this Day in the Donation of 
the C&: ocers ) upon a plat of Ground, by him purchaſed of them, for that Sacred 
uſe, did at his own Coſts and Charges, compleat the Building thereof in the 
Reign of King Henry the Sixth 3 as may at large appear in Srowes Survey, 
the beſt Evidence left of ſuch Antiquities in London, which Church, being 
Conſumed by the late dreadful Fire Anno 1666. Your Honour (as undoubt- 
ed Heir of his Piety and Virtue) was Co-adjuror with the then Lord 
Mayor, in laying the Foundation, and a liberal Benefactor in rebuilding 
thereof. 
May the great God of Heaven (whoſe Stewards they all are) ſtir up the 
Hearts of the preſent Generations, after the example of thoſe worthy Mem- 
bers of Old, who have left us ſuch Foundation of Churities, liberally to 
contribute towards the repairing of our great Loſs, ſuſtained by the fad 
Effects of War, and Fire, and fo reſtore this Compary to a Capacity 
of diſcharging their Debts and Charities, and anſwering the great Truſt 
left them by their Pious Benefaftors; that the Poor may bleſs them 
in the Gates, and the Childrens Children feel and find che {iweet Influences and 
Eftefts (as you now do )) in the Generations to come. 
And 
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And ſince you are ſo near allyed to the Grocers by a lineal Deſcent, and have 
been pleaſed to incorporate your ſelf a Member of their Society, you ſo be- 
came one of my Maſters ; to whom I owe both Duty, and Service; I therefore 
humbly beg leave to preſent you with the following Account of them, and their 
State and Condition in their preſent Circumſtances ; and that you will receive 
me into your Fayour, as 


SIR, 
Your Honours moit Faithful, 


And Flumble Servant, 


W. Ravenhill, Clerk 
of the Company of 


CGrocers. 
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*$ Henry Keble * The firſt Sr. Henry Keble (once Lord Mayor) and a moſt Worthy Member 
« om: G2 of this Society, having, firſt in his Life time lent the Company a great Sum of 
Crrcs, aud 6th be Miony, to ſupply their wants, on a Leaſe to him of their Hall and Revenue for 
and Wiliaw - 99 YCars, at a Pepper Corn Rent, and afterwards a farther Sum, (nighto the whole 
red moe aur yalue) to ſupport them in their iinking, Condition, on another Lealc tor 99 years 
2. in Revcriion, ſo that be became (as it were) Proprictor of the whole, did after- 
mon and Epreph wards by his laſt Will and Teſtament, dated in the lixth year of ile Reign of 
fr even nee? King Henry the Eighth, freely :give back all to the Company tor ever. The ocher 
4rmo 1666. Bt Sip William Laxton, allo once Lord Mayor of this City, and a moſt Worthy 
os 55 Member, by Willand Deed executed in his Lite time, about the twenty fourth 
year of the Reignof the ſame King Herry the Eighth, gave to the Company all 
their Revenuein Caming-ſtreer, and the Lanes near thereunto adjoyning, 

Theſe good Mens works arc greater then thoſe of Alexander, or Caſar, for 
theirs was laid in Blood and Oppreſlion, and cannot be remembred in their Cir- 
cumſtances but with Horror. Burt thoſe do not only render the Donors imor- 
tal onEarth, but are always mentioned with a raviſhing Refultance of Joy, and 
Delight, and grateful Reileftion of the Mind : And their Names deſerve to 
remain in Lettcrs of Gold; and their Statues for ever as a Memorial to all 
Generations. 

Some Men indeed are liberal enongh with their Lips, and talk loud 
enongh of Religion and Holineſs. But ſuch a Religion without Charity 
(in the Dialect of the Apoſtle) is like to a ſounding Braſs and a tinkling 
Cymbal. 

* is non mireeuer The Hiſtorian upbraids the Roman Lnxury, that * ( with ſo much coſt and 

«mirerentwm hazard) they ſhould fend to Forreign parts for Trees, that were beautitul, 

f£ratia ex aliens ; . , N « 

perirum Orle, but barren, and produced a Shadow o1.ly , without fruit. Had þ- }'ved i: this 

—_ more illuminatedage, how might he have refleted on many Zealots, who tove 
dreſled up their profeſſion with Angelical Language, but their whole lives barrea 
of Charity and good Works,the very Life and Soul of Religion. 

The beſt Evidence and Telt of a Mans Religion, is his Works according to the 
Canon of the Goſpel, and that, alſo exemplified in a regular Life, calmly ſub- 
mitting to the Government they live under, and endeavour to be found Jiligent 
and faithful in their own Station. 

bbleſs:God my greateſt Ambition 1s to appear Faithful and Diligent in this my 
little Station, making the deliverance and proſperity of this Company, my great 
Aim:Which if 1 may be ſo happy as to live to ſee,and to reap the fruits of my own 
Induſtry therein, for a comfortable Subliſtence, ſhali anſwer the unwearied I a- 


bours, fincere Endeavours, and molt hearty Prayers of, 


SIR, 


Jour moſt Obliged, Humble 
And Faithful Servant, 


W. Ravenhlll, Clerk 


of the Company of 
Grocers. 


[ it ] 


To the Memory of the highly Honoured ( and never to be forgotten 
among the Grocers ) Sir Thomas Foot, Knight and Baronet, 
Sir John Frederick Knight, Deceaſed, Sir James Edwards, 
Sir John Moor, Sir Henry Tulſe, and Sir Benjamin 
Newland Knights, and Aldermen, Thomas Weſtern, John 
Jeffreys, Timochy Wade, John Jones, Thomas Targes, and 
Ralph Box, E/q; And to all the reſt of the Worthy Members of 
the Worſhipful (ompany of Grocers, that contributed and were 
aſſiſting to rebuild beautifie and enlarge their Hall ( conſumed by 
the dreadful Fire Anno 1666 ) ſo magnificently begun by that 
moſt Worthy Member and Benefaftor, Sir John Cutler Knight 
and Baronet , our preſent Maſter. 

I find it approved and commended ( in Hiſtories of all Ages) as a Duty incum- 


bent on thoſe who have the Honor to ſerve as Secretaries in publick Capacities 
| ( ſuppoſed belt acquainted there- 


As for thoſe worthy Members and Bene- 
fattors, who have already Contributed, and 
ſhall be aiding in diſcharge of the Companies 
great Debts, (wherein alſo I cannot doubt of 
the help of thoſe, ro whom I now moſt humbly 
Adareſs my ſelf) I purpoſe ( as in duty like- 
wiſe bs by Divine Aſſiſtance to Record, 
and with equal veneration to Commend them 
alſo to Poſterity ;, for I maywith humble Sub- 
miſſion compare this Company (in its late de- 
plorable Condition)to a Captive inBondageun- 
der Chains; And by taking off the Sequeſtra- 
tions andnew Building and Beamtifying their 
Hall, and the Advantage of our late Charter, 
to have only her Chains and Shackles knocke 
off- But until ſhe ſhall be happily diſcharged of 
thoſe great Engagements,ſhe muſt remain un- 
capable to relieve her numerous Off spring, 
which have been long languiſhing in hope, and 
have no other Paps to grve them Suck; Bleſſed 
are all whom God ſhall move with Compaſſion 
to ranſom ſo Illuſtrious a Captive, and re- 
ſtere her liberty to diſcharge ſogreat a Duty. 


with) to record the Worthy Actions 
of their Anceſtors, ſo as to tranſmit 
them to Poſterity;z not only as an act 
of Juſtice to them, bur as Paterns of 
Imitation to thoſe that ſhall ſucceed: 
Examples always making more deep 
and lalting Impreſſions, than the moſt 
Influential Precepts. If it bea Vertue in 
the meaneſt Peaſant ( keeping within 
his own Sphere) to follow the foot- 
ſ{tepsof his Superiors,in acts of Juſtice, 
I hold it a duty highly becoming me, 
in my Station under you, according 
to my weak Capacity, to leave ſome 
Account to the following Generations 
of this Society : Not only tgom whom 
they receive fo commodious and beau- 
tiful a Manſion-Sear, but alſo the con- 
ſequent Advantages of it ( fo far 2s 
it ſhall pleaſe God to bleſs your good 
Intentions) to quicken them to be- 
come like Patriots. 


It is (I humbly conceive) moſt neceſſary Poſterity ſhould know, what a 
diſmal Cloud hung over Grocers Hall, whilſt it lay in Ruines, after the late 
dreadful Conflagration in the year 1666. And (as a Corps arreſted when the Soul 
is departed )) under Sequeſtrations at the Suit of their Creditors, which rendred 
this Company moſt reproachful in the ſight of all, who were ignorant of the Truth 
their Cale, till at length they became a By-word : Inſomuch, that it not only 
diſcouraged thoſe, who had ſerved their Times to Members of this Company, to 
take their Freedoms, but alſo Apprentices to be Bound at our Hall; And con- 
ſequently inafew years, the old Members every year falling, and ſo few planted 
in their room, the Grocers muſt inall likely hood have ſunk for want of Succeſſion, 
had not you (as ſo many worthy Patriots) of your liberal Benevolence 
(as the belt means to prevent it) carry'd on and fo compleated this ſtare- 
ly Fabrick *( ſo long before begun by rhat Worthy Member Sir John Cutler, 
our preſent Maſter) that it is now become the moſt Commodious Seat ( ſo 
naturally Scituate ) of the Chief Magiſtrate, that ever was before in this Ciry. 

D And 
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And which (well weighed) is not only the Honor, and Ornament, but the beſt 
Branchof the Companies Revenue, being aclear Augmentation, and Addition to it, 
and the beſt Foundation could be laid for their Deliverance. Thus far ( in the beſt 
manner | can) in diſcharge of my Duty, 1 allume ro hand down Truth to poſte- 
rity, as your Faithful Servant, and Secretary z and as the firſt part of my Duty, 
in order to vindicate the Company, and fatisfie their Creditors, fo as to a- 
void any more vexatious and chargeable Suits, as well as daily Clamors, to di- 
ſturb the Governing Members, in attending the Companies Service ; | have ſome 
time ſince Compoſed and Printed ( in the following Shcets,)) ſo much of the 
Companies Caſe, as I deemed fit to be made Publick : So [ have (in farther pur- 
ſuitof my Duty ) now at laſt Compleated the other part, which I may call the 
bleeding Caſe in their preſent Condition, ( and a fit Object only for good Sama- 
ritanes) as it relates to their Revenue, and the Charities, wherewith they are 
chargeable, as well where they have Funds, as where they have none, and 
the Arrears of each kind, together with their Debts, how much they owed in 
the year 1666, how much thereof they have ſince paid, and how much remains; 
with humble Propoſals, what is moſt important in the firſt place, and what fur- 
ther to be gradually done by them; fo as to encourage BenefaCtors, ( whoſe 
hearts God Almighty ſhall incline to contribute ) towards diſcharge ot our-Nebts, 
and Arrears of Charities, Al] which | humbly ſubmit to the conſideration of 
the Governing Members; Praying acceptance of my ſincere Endeavours, 
Pardon of my Frailties, and Infirmities, and Continuance of your Favours, and 
Countenance, towards, 


Your moſt Faithfull, 
And moſt humble Servant, 


W. Ravenhill, Clerk 
of the Company, 


To 
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To the Highly Honoured Sir John Moore , 
Knight, and Alderman, Gtizen, and Grocer of 


London. 


Str, 


cannot. be reconciled to my ſelf, till I have made known both to the pre- 
ſent, and commended to the ſucceeding Generations of the Grocers, how 
much they ſtand engaged to you in particular, for the rebuilding,enlarging, 
and beautifying their Hall, andaH the conſequent Advantages of it. You may 
leaſe tocall to mind, in what manner addreſſed my ſelf to you, about the Month 
of February 1680. witha Paper in my hand ( which I doubt not but you have ſtill 
by you ) wherein I molt humbly begged leave tolay before you, the moſt de- 
plorable condition of the Company, their Hall then lying in Ruines, aad under 
Sequeſtration, which had wholly diſcouraged all Freemen and Apprentices, ſo as 
they mult in a few years in all probability have ſunk for want of a Succeſſion, 
which rendred the Company a Reproach and By-word to all People. I thereby 
humbly propoſed the repairing and beautifying the Hall (fo long before begnn 
by Sir Fobn Cutler ) as the molt likely means to remove the one, and prevent 
the other ; with Motives therein humbly offered to encourage you thereunto; 
not doubting but if you began, other worthy Members would foon follow, to 
make it a commodious Seat for the chief Magiſtrate. And | muſt bear you Re- 
cord, how afteflionately you received me, and | could not but conceive by 
your Countenance, how welcome the Propoſal of ſo good a work was to you; 
which yon ſoon after demonſtrated, by appearing in the Court of Aſliſtants 
( Sir James Edwards then Maſter being preſent ) and freely offered to repair and 
beautifie the Body of the great Hall, at your own proper charge, Sir James Ed- 
wards and other worthy Members *then preſent, likewiſe declaring you ſhould 
not want Company in ſo good a work. And the ſucceſs it met withal ſpeaks 
it ſelf; for Sir Thomas Foot, Sir Fohn Frederick, Sir Henry Tulſe, Sir Benjamin 
Newland, and other worthy Members, ſoon joyned their Aſſiſtance, and gave 
encouragement to finiſh the whole work, and what Progreſs hath ſince been made, 
both for emproving and preſerving what was left of this Society, and Augmenta- 
tion and Enlargement of their Rights and Priviledges, to preſerve a Succeſſion for 
Encouragement of BenefaCtors, to diſcharge their Debts and Charities. The 
great encouragement and countenance I have received from you, in my ſincere 
endeavours, faithfully to diſcharge my duty in my place, as it hath moved me 
to do both the Company and you Juſtice, in recording this great Truth, fo it 
ſhall for ever oblige me to acknowledge my ſelf 


SIR, 
Your moſt Humble, 


And Faithful Servant, 


W. Ravenhill, Clerk. 


To 
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To the moſt Worthily deſerving and Highly eſteemed 
Gitizen, John Jeffreys E/q; my moit Honoured 
Matter and true Friend. 


Sir, 


Hough the manifold Favours I have received from you, have obliged 
me to a laſting Gratitude, and though I am conſcious to my ſelf, it is 
no way pleaſing to yon to hear of any kindneſs you have ſhewed to 
me or others, yet | cannot acquit my ſelf in the Relation I ſtand en- 

gaged, for the opportunity 1 have had (chiefly by your Intereſt ) to complear 
my Service began for the Company of Grocers, and the Hopes | have of reaping 
the fruits of my own Induſtry therein, untill have given ſome Demonſtration, 
that your kindneſs was not beſtowed on me in vain : 1 am very well ſatisfied, all 
other returns wouldfind cold Entertainment with yon. And one thing moſt remark- 
able I cannot but humbly take notice of,God having in Mercy beſtowed on us,three 
worthy BenefaCtors, and one more illuſtrious Patron, under whoſe Condit our 
ww late Charter paſſed,of one * Name, 1 have therefore made bolu thus to fix an hun- 
nt ble Addreſs to you all in order. May the Trinity in Unity unite your Aﬀections,:s 
Domini gratiz, one indulgent Patron to the Grocers, and repleniſh your Souls an hundred fold, 
* Fw 43%. for the good you have done, and ſhall do for this great Monument of Charity, 
whoſe Foundation was laid in purer times by ſo many pious Benefactors; bur 
now ( molt unhappily) in this Iron age , fo languiſhing under her any and 
various paſt Sufferings,and preſent Wants, that ſhe is (in the Eye of the World) 
become an adequate Object of the moſt extenſive Charity, an Ocean capable to 
receive all your Bounty, for which the Childrens Children, in the Generatious 
to come, inall call you Bleſſed. 

Sir, 1 am very well ſatisfied, that your appearing ſo cordially my Friend, was 
alone to encourage me to be diligent and Faitfful in the Companies Service. And 
therefore | moſt humbly beg leave to prefix this my humble Addreſs to you, be- 
fore the following Sheets, as the beſt Teſtimony | am able ro give at preſent of 
my ſincere Endeavours therein, reſolving ( by Gods aſliſtance) to purſue my 
Duty,and think my ſelf happy,whilſt I may in ſo doing be by you eſteemed, as 


STIR, 
Your moit Obliged, Faithful, 
And moſt Humble Servant, 
W. Ravenhill, Clerk 
of the Company of 


Grocers. 
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To the moſt Worthily deſerving all Honour and Efteeni 
of good Men, Edward Pickering E/g;. 


Sir, . 
WW & find in Sacred Writ the good Samaritan commended by Truth it 

ſelf, before the Prieſt and Levite, for that he ( though he werea 

Stranger, yet) had mere Compaſlion then they themſelves of their 
own Countryman in diſtreſs. 1 ſhould be guilty of horrid Ingratitude,if I did not 
take notice 1n this place, how you followed that good Example, as you patled by 
our Poor Alms-menat Owrale, and ( though were no Member of our Company ) 
fed and cloathed thoſe Poor diſtreiſed Objects, in the pinching cold Weather, 
whoſe ſuffering condition at that time, was not repreſented at ſo great a diſtance 
to our worthy Members here , who have not been wanting in their Care and 
Endeavours, to make a certain Settlement for relief of them, and all their other 
numerous Charities, as far as their Revenue will extend to ; ( having been ſo 
excecdingly waſted by the late dreadfull Kire, and other Calamities that have 
attended them) ſo as they may anſwer the Pious Intent of their Donors. When 
I acquzinted our Court of Aſſiſtants with your former kindneſs to thoſe poor Men, 
and your Godlike Expreſſions what you intended for the future,it gave wonderful 
Encouragement to them to purſue the good work in hand. Nor indeed could they 
have a greater Motive (it well weighed in all its circumſtances; ) for nothing can 
be properly called Charity, but an unmercinary doing good for goodneſs ſake 
alone. We find our Modern Separarilts are generally kind to their own Herd 
( which they Phariſaically baptize the Houſhold of Faith: ) But a Good man, like 
the Sun, gives out his rays to all Ohbjetts of Miſery, of what Perſwalion or 
Country ſocver; and the very aſpect of Humanity, is ſufficient to commend them 
to his Charity : And to ſuch Faithful Stewards alone, will the Lofd Treaſurer 
of All, at the great Audit, proclaim that laſt Eulogy of, Well done Good and Faithful 
Servants, who have thus diſpoſed of that part of their Lords Eſtate committed to 
their Trult, according to his own will. Our Company was once the Cotban of 
Charities, and though our Stock hath been waſted by thoſe Calamities, that have 
befallen us, yet hefe is a Bleiſed opportunity of doing good for ſuch to whom 
God hath lent much to improve, and he alone who holds their Hearts in his hands, 
can inſpirethem with a willing mind, to ſow plentifully here, that they may reap 
of the fruits hereafter, when they give account of their Talents. And ſurely 
happy are they that truſt God Aimighty on his own Word, who hath been ſo 
gracious, as to invite them by ſuch opportunities, but to lend him his own, and 
to promiſe both a four-fold Return of Principal, when he takes account of their 
Stewardſhip; and in the mean time to pay them Intereſt for Forbearance, by 
making their Beds in their Sicktfels, and delivering them incime of Trouble, 
when Riches cannot relieve them. As God hath inclined your Heart to become 
one of our BenefaCtors, I hold my ſelf in duty obliged to fix this plain Epiſtle to 
you, before the following Sheets, entreating you to eſteem of me, as 


SIR, 


Your moſt Faithful, 
And moſt Humble Servant, 
W. Ravenhill, Clerk 


of the Company of 
CGrocers. 
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To the Right HONOURABLE, Right WOR- 
SHIEPFUL, and the reſt of the Worthy MEM. 
BERS of the SOCIETY of the MIST ERY of 
GROCERY, LONDON. 


William Ravenhill, their Clerk; humbly offers and prays their Acs 
ceptance and Peruſal of theſe following Papers; 


As a Teſtimony of bis Hearty Deſires , and Sincere Endeavours 
to vindicate the Reputation , and improve the Intereſt of this 


Society. 


S ſoon as by the good Providence of God 1 obtained the Favour,and had 
the Happineſs to be. choſen your Clerk, I refolved with my utmoſt 
Diligence, to purſue and pertorm my Duty in this place, andthereby 
gratefully anſwer theexpeCtation of my Friends, who promoted my 

EleCtion; andalſo lay hold of fo fair an opportunity,to ingratiate myjtelf into the 

Favour and Eſteem of Good Men : Being convinced, that if I ſhould neglect my 

Duty, it would render my Follies and Ingratitude more conſpicuous to the World. 

Therefore that Imight in«doing the one avoid the other, 1 endeavoured inthe firſt 

place, to inform my ſelf of the true State and Condition of the Company ; upon 

Inqueſt whereof, 1 found it plain and manifeſt, That for want of Knowledge of 

the Truth thereof, not only many Worthy BenetaCtors with-held their Aſſiſtance, 

towards diſcharge of their Debts and Charities; Bur alſo many Reproaches and 

RefleCtions were caſt upon this Society, both trom Strangers ( with whom they 

have beenno way concerned ) and alſo their Creditors who rendred them obno- 

Xious in Courts of Law and Equity , and before the Commiilioners for Chari- 

table uſes; as if they had been a Company that poſlleſled a great Revenue, ſuffi- 

cient to pay all their Debts, yet were to averſe trom doing tazt, that they waſt- 
ed and conſumed their Eltate in Feaſting themlelves, refuling ro pay, unleſs 
they were Compelled by Chargeable Suits z which not on! a7 2ravated their 

Creditors, but alienated the AﬀeCtions of many good Pertons, is well Members 

as others ; and cauſed many chargeable Suits and vexatious Protecutions againſt 

them, notwithſtanding the great Care and Endeavours of tome Worthy and 

Good Members, who uſed all poſſible means to avoid the tame. For I cannot 

deny, but that ſo long as I was ignorant of the Truth of their Cafe (though I 

was an unworthy Member,) yet I was periwadedto believe many things re- 

ported of the Grocers, which afterwards | found to be far otherwiſe. Therefore 
| made it my great deſign to acquaint my felt with ali their Aillairs, and paſt 

TranſaCtions,that I might beable to make a trucRepreſentatioi of the Companies 

Condition, as to all Subſtantial matters: Both what it was betore they contracted 

their Debts, and how they became indebted; what they have already done 

towards it, and what means and methods they may beſt uſe, and proſecute to 
diſcharge themſelves; to the end thoſe great Reproaches and Prejudices ( which 
through Miſ-apprehenlions and falſe Reports have been calt on this Company ) 
may be removed. And every true-hearted Member that bears a Chriſtian reſpect 
to the Pions Memory of our Anceſtors ( who were Worthy Benefactors} and 
would in diſcharge of his Duty commend himſelf, atter tiicir Example, to 

Poſterity, may willingly and cheerfully lay to his helpin;z hand. And as a 

further Teſtimony of my hearty deſires to ſerve the Members, having fo briefly 

ſtare 
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ſtated the Companies Caſe, I ſhall endeavour to give you a ſhort account of the 
Antiquity and firſt Creation and Continuance of the Grocers, as tar and clear as 1 
ean make Conjecture, or have received any probable Account. Alſo I have Fegula- 
ted and digeſted the Companies. Books into an orderly Method, as alſo their Evi- 
dences to clear their Titles totheir ſeveral Rents, Lands and Houles,and the ſeveral 
Schools under their Government : And allo the ſeveral Ecclehiaſtical Livings in 
the diſpoſition of this Society, with the names of their Founders, and how taey 
became Veſted in their Right: And alſo other Priviledges peculiar to this Soctetyz 
ſo as it may appear obvious and plain to be under{i.cod by every individual Mem- 
ber,of which it will not be proper hereto give an account; but | refer to the Books 
and Records themſelves,more fit to be inſpected at this Hall,by ſuch as have Right 
to know them, than to he expoſed to view of others whom it no way concerns. 
To which 1 have added ſome {ſhort account of the Charter and Confirmation 
with Enlargement of Priviledges, granted them by his late Majeſty, King Charles 
the Second, of bleſſed Memory, upon their Petition and Surrender after the 
Ono Warranto brought againſt them. And their By-Laws and Ordinances tnade 
Lacreupon,for well governingand ordering their Members and Myſtery. 


The 
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COMPANIES CASE 
Briefly ſtated in this firſt Leaf. 


| O $ T part of the ſaid Companies Revenues is charged —_— Charities to ſeveral 
Pariſhes, Places, and Uſes, amounting to near the yearly Profits they recerve. Moſt 
part whereof conſiſted of Houſes in London, which were all conſumed by the late dread- 
ful Fire, when they expefted to have advanced great Sums of Money by way of Fine; 
on Renewing of Leaſes towards Payment of their Debts. | 

They had alſo "5 oi many and great Sums of Money paid into their hands, as a Fund for the Uſes 

ollowing, (viz. 

Toa my. = in Coal;, Faggots and Money,to ſeveral Pariſhes and Wards about London, and 
elſewhere. 

To — Priſons for Redemption and Releaſe of Priſoners. 

Tothe Poor Members of the Company. 

To belent to Young Men that had ſerved their Times to Members of this Company on Security, with 
little or no Intereſt, to ſet up ,- and to be returned again. 

To buy Impropriations for maintenance of Miniſters, where Livings are ſmall. And 

To maintain ſeveral Schools and Alms- Houſes. i 

They complyed punttually with all their Tru$ts,continuing in very great Credit and Reputation, 
until the ſad effetts of War and Fire rendred th:m uncapable to d:ſcharge their yearly Charities, 
where they have no Fand lefr. And 

The remaining part of their great Debts which they comratted, as followeth, viz. 

Anno 1640. To accommodate the late King in hu Exigences,on Security of ſome of his Peers.-4,5001, 

Anno 1642.To Subdue the Rebellion in Ireland, and Relieve his late Majeſties (the Royal Martyrs) 
Subjetts there in diſtreſs, _ 

Anno 164.3. They were compelled to lend the City, for which they bad their common Seal.- 45004, 

All which they took up on the Companies Seal, nor were Singular therein, but neceſſitared thereto in 
Complyance with all other Companies,and indeed with the whole City. 

Upon their taking up this Money they made a By- Law to levy the ſame on themſelves, if their Stock, 
fell ſhort 5 and ſo they continued payment F, their Intereſt. And as one Creditor called for his Money 
in, they took up of others, and om them off Depending upon getrirg in their ſaid Principal, All 
which failed them, till at laſt their ſole hope was of advancing Money by Renewing of Leaſes. Ma- 
ny whereof were nigh expired. But the Fire in 1666 conſumed their whole Revenuein London; 
They having _ { x. for Intereſt of Money between 16.40, and 1666, — 30000 0l, 

As their Debts exceeded any other Companies, ſo their loſs herein was exceeding great,ſo that now they 
were uncapable any longer to pay Debts or Charities. | 

They applied themſelves to the Parliament then ſitting on their By- Law \, But were rejetted, as binding 

to no more than were Parties to it, moſt of whom were dead. 

They hadthen no means toraiſe Money but by letting their Ground to Builders forFines on Long Leaſes, 
great part whereof they were compelled to, by decree of the Fudges at Cliffords-Inn. 

And '*y voluntary Subſcriptions, both which were ſet on foot ſoon after the Fire: And to encourage 
Subſcriptions, Sir John Cutler Erefted the ff Building in the Garden, 

They raiſed Conſiderable Sums, and propoun 
down, andthe reſt at two Payments, 

And after many Meeting s,moſt of their Creditors inclined to accept of ſach Propoſals,finding how it muſt 
be advanced. But ſomeof their Members being bxckward, and ſome Creducors ill adviſed, Sued the 
Company, and Seized their Hall in Raines which ut a top to all ;, though thoſe Creduors themſelves 
repent this , Afterwards looſing their Charges,and glad ro comply on lower terms than at firſt offered, 

Afterwards the Company raiſe Money what they cold of kind Members themſelves,and take up the re= 
ſidue onthe Aſſignment of the Sequeſtration and Conveyance of all their Eſtare topay off the Creditors 
that Sequeſtred. And ſome other remaining proportions ro Creditors, who had not yet received ary. 
And to ſupply what was wanting,they let their Land in lreland,on Fine, ſnlyng their Rent to 1G, 
per Annum. But the Hall continuing in Ruines, the Company was thereby rendyed Reproachfml. 

The Apprentices bound at other Halls, and turned over. | 
The Freemen take their Freedoms of other Companies. 
And all Bentfattors decline as deiþairing of any good to Tofterity, 

F 
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d to pay their Creditors their Principal, part thereof 
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So that the Members every year dying and failing, and many removing into the Country, ani none 10 
. ſucceed tm their Places: 

It muſt needs follow, that the Company in few years muſt diſſolve for want of a Succeſſion of Members. 

IF hich would moſt reproachfully have rendred the Members then living, who were numerous and equal, 
if not more eminent than any other Company, not only moſt ungrateful to ther Predeceſſors, who 
have been ſo liberal Benefattors, and have left ſuch Grounds(thongh the Buildings were ſo conſumed 
by Fire ) yet now built on, gives a great hope to Po#terity, but all obnoxious to Poſterity. 

The Conſideration whereof alone , moved Sir John Moore, another Worthy Member then next in 
courſe to Succeed in the Chair,to repair the Body of the Hall, and alſo Sir James Edwards, Sir 
Henry Tulſe, £ir Benjamin Newland, and other kind Members, to enlarge it with Commodious 
Buildings for the Seat of a chief Magiſtrate. That it might not only encourage the Freemen, Appren- 
tices and Benefaftors topreſerve the Company a Nurſery of Charity, and Seminary of good Citi- 
zens: But alſo anſwer the Charge of the Building,in improving the yearly Revenue of the Company: 
And is indeed (if rightly conſidered) in the Companies preſent Ciucumſtances, of greater advantage 
ro the Company, than any one thing that hath been done for them, For 

1. It hath much incouraged the Appremices and Freemen, ſo that whereas there uſed to be bound, 1,2, 
or 3 Apprentices in a Month, and 1, or 2 made free before, and thoſe but poor Artificers;, they 
encreaſed afterwards to a far greater Number , as welt of Freemen, as xpprentices ; and many of 
them of _ Quality. 

II. It hath given great ſarisfattion to ſeveral Eminent Members, who have declared themſelves very 
inclinable,to Contribute largely towards diſcharge of the Companies Debts and. Charities, if they 
ſee but any Encouragement from the reſt of the Members. 

111. This Building though it amounts to much more than what it was at firſt deſigned, Tet a great part 
thereof hath been freely laid down on purpoſe for this work, And whatever 1s further laid down to- 
wards it, (which it is hoped the whole will be raiſed by kind Members to anſwer theſe good ends) 
would never have been ſo given,but for this very purpoſe. 

So that in all probability, the Hall (if the Company pleaſe) may be every year diſpoſed of for 200. 1. 

Annum at the leaſt (which being no way clogged, as the reſt 3s, with Charities) Is more than 
two-fold better than all the Companies Revenue they now receive beſides. 

And that the Building and Beautifying the Hall, may not be a batt to Creaitors again to ſeize it ; So 
again to —_— the Members: 

The Hall, and all the Companies Revenue is by advice of Council ſettled by Conveyance and Decree. 

1. Subjett to ſecure the Money ſo taken up to diſcharge the Sequeſtrations, &c. And when thoſe and 
what Moneys they ſhould be ſo neceſſitated to take up ro compleat the Buildings, ſhall be diſcharged. 

II. Then to ſecurethe yearly Charities wherewith the Company is Chargeable, by many Benefattors 
who ſo heretofore lefr Money in their Hands,as a Fund to ſecure the ſame. No part whereof now 
remains, As being a ruſt they are liable inthe firſt place , as a Duty incumbent on them, both to 
avoid a Curſe, and in order to obtain a Bleſſing from God upon their Endeavours : . As alſo to avoid 
proſecution of the Commiſſioners, upon the-Statute for Charitable Uſes, who have yearly put the 
Company to vaſt expences already upon that Account, 

Ard theſe things having been made known to their Creditors, who were alſo convinced ( by the ill-Suc- 
ceſs of others)how vain and fruitleſs it would be to put themſelves andthe Company to trouble and 
charge, mY they might hazard the loſs of their Debts, but not in the lea#t better ſecure them, 
The Company have becn not only free from Suits and Proſecutions, which they were not at any time 
before ( ſince their troubles began) but alſo the Wardens and Aſſiſtants have been (in a great mea- 
ſure) freed from thoſe daily Clamours , which diſturbed them in the Companies Service. 

And now ſo fair an Opportunity being offered to deliver the Company,and to give Encouragement to 
Benefattors; It is hoped there is alt but will chearfully embrace it whereby they | ra not only draw 
others on,by their Example,to preſerve this Soctety, ſtill a Nerſory of Charity, and Seminary of good 
Citizens; But alſo encourage Benefattors for the future 5 ſome in their Lives, and others at their 
Death, liberally to extend Fr Kindneſs towards this Company: And without all doubt, ſuch works as 
theſe are acceptable to God in times of greateſt Trouble and Danger. And ſuch Benefattors may hope (on 
” _ - "4M than God's own Word) for Eaſe and Comfort on a Sick, Bed, and Deliverance in time 
of Trouble, 

And moreover their Creditors(being now made ſenſible of the Truth of the Companies Condition)are 
inclined to comply with any reaſonable Propoſals ſhall be made by any on the Companies bebalf,and( as ſome 
have already done ) others are willing,and ready to Embrace ſuch Terms,as may be agreeable ro the 
Companies Condition in their preſent Circumſtances, for their Sattsfattion. 


I have thus abſtrafted the Companies Caſe in theſe 2 Pages: To the end all Perſons con- 
cerned (whether Members, Creditors, or Benefaftors) whoſe time will not permit them to 
read the following Sheets, may be the more readily informed upon all Occaſions of the Truth 
of their Condition : And for their eaſe, who ſhall deſire further SatisfaCtion in any particular 
. I haveadded marginal Notes in the following Pages for their Direction. : 
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A ſhort Account of the Original of the GR O: 
CERS, and their firſt Incorporation: And their 
Condition in their preſent Circumſtances, truly Re. 


preſented. 


*Grocers ( inquit Minſhew) ab initio * HE word Grocers was a term at zymuygy o 4 
ut ex legibus neſtrisprobat jubil munutim firſt diſtinguiſhing Merchants of #4 Groeer. 
ſed oma al groſlo, by the great, Magn this Society in oppoſition to Infe- 
ſe.ponderibus drvendere ſolits ſunt In lubro Retailers: f hes whtell p 
Patutorum noſtrorum ſignificat Mercaro- TIOT etailers; for that they uſually ſold in 
res, Qu1 aliquod mercium genius rorum coe- uu Quantities by great Weights. And in 
munt. Skin. Etymologicon lingua Angli- fome of our old Books, the Word ſignifies 
Can. Merchants,that in theit Merchandizing dealt 
for the Whole of any kind : But in after times the word Grocery became ſo exten- wich after became 
ſive, that it can now hardly be reſtrained ro the certain kinds of Merchandizes, ***Exo1fre. 
they have formerly dealt in. For they have been the moſt Univerſal Merchants 
that traded abroad, and what they brought home, many Artiſts of this Society 
found out ways afterwards to Change and alter the Species by Mixture, Con- 
feftions, and Compolitions of fimple Ingredients: By which means many and 
various ways of dealing and trading paſled under the Denomination of Groceries. n,, ws: ts 68 
And indeed this City and Nation do ina great meaſure owe the Improvement of Merchan: rrading 
Navigation to theſe Merchants, originally excerciſing this Miſtery, as trading cg no tut 
into all foreign parts, from whence we have received either Spices, Druggs , 7-» k«ve bran- 
Fruits, Gums, or other rich Aromatick Commodities. It is well known,this Com- © i 
ny hath bred the moſt Eminent Merchants inthis City, and this Society hath 

cen ſo prolifick, that many other Societies have been branched out from hence, as 
will be owned by the moſt worthy of them. The Merchants Trading to the Le- ryroved xeviget 
vant Seas, and other Societies have originally been the Off-ſpring of this Society, %* 
as appears by ancient Records of Indentures of Apprentices to Members of this 
Company. And it is not inconſiſtent, and may be within compaſs of Belief, That 
there was amongſt the Romans a Society agreeable to this of the Grocers, who 
were alſo Merchants trading into thoſe Seas, as may be ColleCted from Perſins, Tei Aniquiry, 
a Poet who wrote in Rome in the time of Auguſtus, deſcribing the various I 
clivations of men in their Courſe of Lite. He inſtances them in thefe words, 


(viz. ) 


Mercibnus hic [talis mutat ſub ſole recents 
Rugoſum piper, & pallentis Grana Cymim: Sat. 5. 


With Merchandizing this with Care doth run 
Unto the Eaſt under the riſing San 

To fetch rough Pepper and pale Cummin Seeds 
For Roman Wares, &c. 


Where Pepper, being the moſt Royal and preſeryative Spice, is only mention- rf called Peppe: 
ed by way of Eminency for all the reſt. And fo we may well conclude, that this 797% wr Em 
was the Reaſon why the Society of the Grocers ( whoſe Original firſt here exer- « we: ſu lhe 
ciſed, may modeſtly be ſuppoſed to ſpring from the Romans ) were long before Mims wading 
they were Incorporated, diſtinguiſhed by the name of Pepperers, although they 
traded before in all other the former Merchandizes, as well as that. It is impo- 
ſlible to give any other Account of the Original of this Society, here in this City 
ſo long at firſt exerciſed under the Denomination of Pepperers; For that, the City 
of London it felf, at firſt under the Britains, and ſacceſſively after under the X0o- 
mans and Saxons, and at laſt was over-run by the Dares. No Hiftory now re- 
mains to give a certain Account of the firſt Methods of Government therein, 
further than what may be colle&ted from ſome late Writers of our own now 


extant, who have tranſmitted to us, what they could then difcover by their 
Enquiry 
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pt 

uiry ang Searchinto Antiquity; whereby we may plainly underſtand that the 
&.« »1oe Lo firſt Model of Civil Government ſetled in this City, ggas from the Examplar of 
don had ns fo Rome it ſelf, as Mr. Stow inſtances in the very words OF an ancient Writer, wha 
Meet fee wrote inthe Reign of King Stephen, ( viz.) This City (laith he, even #5 Rome ) 
is divided into Wards, it hath yearly Sheriffs inſtead of Conſuls, ut hath the Dignity 
of Senators, it hath Under-Officers,and according t0 the Qualities of Laws it hath ſevetal 
Courts and general Aſſemblies upon appointed days. Some time after the City obgain- 
F-# Lewd Mays Ed their Chicf Magiſtrate to be under the Denomination of Mayor, which was 
London. about the firſt year of King Richard the Firſt. The firſt Man we find advanced to 
that Dignity was Henry Fitz- Alwin, who continued therein 24 years lucceſlively: 
And ſoonafter (to wit) in the 19th. year of King Henry the Third, it appears 
Tier 6 Member Andrew Bockerell a Pepperer was choſen Mayor ; and ſo eminent were the Pep- 
Mey, Andrew merers in this Infancy of the Mayoralty, that before the 36 year of that Kings 
Bockerdl  Þ -ign, a Pepperer had the Chair 9 ſeveral years, and very trequently afterwards 

Pepperers: Emment bl PPE ".\ . . 
andfrequert, we find the Pepperers advanced to that Dignity. And itappears by ancient Books 
Miki ( now extant 5 That in the time of King Herry the Fourth, there were at one 
Twelve Aldermen Time no leſs then 12 of their Members Aldermen, of which Number were two 
a oxce Member Brothers William Chichely ( afterwards Sheriff) Sir Robert Chicheley afterwards 
$i Robert Chi- Alſo Sheriff,and twice Lord Mayor,who alſo was Founder of the Pariſh Church of 
cheley rwice Lw $t. Srephens Walbrookz upon a plot of ground by him for that Sacred uſe purchaſed, 
4 f'vilbrooke of the Grocers, the Donation of which Church is at this Day in the Company of 
Cherch. iy De. ©70ce75. Which Society of the Pepperers, encrealing and yn—_ ſo Univerſal 
"ns. in Merchandizing, that it appears they were diſtinguiſhed as well by the name 
Afterwards called of Grocers ( being a more comprehenſive name as Pepperers. Inſomuch that 
—_ before they -were incorporated by the Name of Grocers (to wit) in the 3d. year 
of King Edward the 3d, eArno 1329. John Grantham was choſen and held 
Mayor by the Title vf Grocer. And the firſt Charter 1 find of the Corporation of 
the Grocers, was granted by King Edward the 3d, in the 20th. year of his Reign, 
Fort Charter if" Anno Dom. 1345, Which appears to be long before the Mercers were incorpo- 
f.rethe Mercers. rated; though they are now the only Company have Precedency of the Grocers: 
Afrernerd: rx. Yet for the Reaſons above-mentioned, it may be very well preſumed, that as 
prned tothem. the Grocers were long before them the moſt Eminent Society, ſo in after-times 
renewing their Charter by a more Comprehenſive Term,they might Poſt-pone 

themſelves. 


But though they thus March as a forlorn Regiment in the Front, ( might the 
hopes and endeavours of many good Members prevail to have the Spirit of our 
But mt to Dimi- Anceſtors revived in the preſent Generation ) this could no way Eclipſe the 
an ar Grocers, who haveall the Noble Army of the reſt of the Corporations followin 
them, than the Morning Star uſhering in Day before it, can Eclipſe the Glory 
of the Riſing Sun, 


| Afterwards the Charter of this Company was ſeveral times renewed, as alſo. 
Grocers loops. IE Was In the 7th. year of King Henry the6th. and they then made a Body Politick, 
rate. by the name of Cuſtodes & Communitas Myſterij Groceriz Londini ; The Wardens 
and Commonaltyof the Myſtery of the Grocery of London. And in the beginning of 
that Kings Reign theypurchaſed the ground where the Grocers Hall now ſtands, 
with the ground belonging to it, of Walter Lord Firz-water, a Noble Peer of this 
Purchaſe the Realm, bounding the ſame between the Old-Fury and Yalbrook, And ſo confide- 
been 7, Table in the City were the Grocers long before that time, that they may be well 
late his Manſun- preſumed (time out of mind) to have had the management of the King's-Beam,as 
an Office peculiar to them ; nor only as principally uſing the ſame, but as being 
originally veſted therein; they having had all along ( beyond the Memory of 
Man) the naming of the Weigh-maſter, and the naming, placing, removing and 
Fe. governing of the four Porters, attending that Office ; all zo be Elefted out of 
Kings 8am, Their own Company, and to be Sworn at their own Hall: A priviledge allowed 
them, as their undoubted and inſeperate Right, as ancient as that Office it ſelf uſed 
in the City, and now at this day, upon Settlement and Improvement thereof, 
may become of much more advantage tothe Members of this Company. 
Tecir anciex Pri» Alſo amongſt other Priviledges and ancient Wſages of this Company, I find 
wictg4Hre#s- recorded, even as high as Edward the 4th's days, this Company had Power of 
-» of Awſe: = Inſpection and jon of Abuſes and Irregularities of all Perſons (though 
iver Myſtery. free of this or any other Company) in the City or Suburbs, any way uſing or 
exerciling any kind of Grocery; and allo to aſlay the Weights they bought or 


fold 
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fold by.: And to take notice of all their Defaults, and return them to be Fined at 
the Diſcretion of this Fellowſhip, and- to take 4 4, of every perſon for their 
Labour therein, as well of ſach as were offending, as ſuck as were not. Which 
Uſage was always continued, and in the Charter renewed to this Company in 
the 15th. year of the late King Charles the firſt ; this Priviledge is Confirmed 
and exprelled ro extend three miles from the City, as well within Liberties as c,g-med and Ex: 
without, and hath only been omitted for ſome years palt, when the Company aps > nods 
began to be firſt interrupted in their Aﬀairs. Lrnis 

The ſame King Henry the 6th. by Charter under the Great Seal, granted to 
this Company the Office of Garbling in all places throughout the Kingdom of ,.,.... ax... 
England, ( the City of London only excepted: ) Which priviledge (though diſ- 
continued during the late unnatural War, and almoſt forgotten) is now ratified 
by their late Charter and Confirmation, and may be of coaliderable Advantage to 
this Company. | 

In the Lime of the Reignof King Henry the 7th. the Company were greatly 
indebted, and Sir Henry Keble a Worthy Member ( ſometimes Lord Mayor of ,. Henry Keble 
this Ciry ) lent them Mony on their Hall and their Revenue (nigh the full value ) + Witlam Lax- 
to clear their Debts, andafterwards inthe beginning of the Reign of King Henry 9% Hh Mem 
the Sth. by his laſt Will and Teſtament, freely gave back all to the Compaiy; re-fid:r, whine 
mitting his whole Debt and Intereſt. This. Sir Henry Keble at his own charge "(140.5 Yau: 
built Aldermitry Church. Afterwards about the. 18th. year of the ſame King $ SowerSwrog, 
Henry the. 8th. Sir William Laxton alſo a Worthy Member, (and ſomerime 
Lord Mayor) by Deed executed in his Life time, gave the Company, all 
their Lands and Houſes in Carningſtreer, and the Lanes thereunto adjoyning. 

1 ſhall here add but one more ( who may well deſerve to be recorded among 
our chief BenefaCtors) Mr. 7ebn Bilſdon a worthy Member , by his Will dated John Bildon #- 
about the 1 4th. of King Henry the _— this —_— all his Meſluages in; mn ge mag . 
the ſeveral Pariſhes of St. Michaels, St. Perers in Cornhill, which being Con- hit. 
ſumed ( with the reſt of their Revenue in Loxdon) by the late dreadfu] Fire, 
many very fair Houſes have been ſince built on the ſame gtound, by the Compa- 
nies Leaſees, on long Leaſes, under ſmali Rents, but of great improvement when 
expired. 

o—_ part of which ground, ſtood the late Weigh-houſe, where the Office of »:g©-4m7. 
the Kings Beam was kept, until the time of the ſame Fire. 

And in order to prevent any difference, which might otherwiſe hereafter hap- 
pen, between the City and Company, touching the intereſt of the City in Weigh- 
honſe-yard ; 1 humbly conceiveit to be my duty herein to infert (in the beſt man- 
ner | can.) the Truth of the Caſe, eſpecially for that upon ſearch I1could find no 
certain footſteps of it in their own Books at Gmild-Hall, which occaſioned ſome 
difficulty in ſetrling the draught of the Leaſe ( hereafter mentioned ) fromthe 
Company tothe City: The City claiming [nterelt in the ſoyl of the Weigh-houſe- 
yard,upon ſome ſurmiſe that they had more ground there (than what they claim- 
ed under the Companies Title ) belonging to them, until | had madethe contrary 
appear (both by Evidence,and Certificate of the ancient Inhabitants there:) Asalſo, 
that as well, all the ground ſo demiſed by the Company to the City, as alſo 
whereon the Houſes on all parts of the Weigh-houſe-yard are built (being 
bounded on the North with the ground of the Merchant-Taylor's , and fronting 
the High Street of Cornhy/{) is part of that ground ſo deviſed by Mr. Fohn Bilſdort 
to the Companyof Grocers, 

Soas allthe Intereſt the City hath there, appears tobe thus, viz. The Grocers 
having (as above 1s mentioned) the management of the Office of the Kings Beam, 
did formerly accommodate the City with a Weigh-houſe there, convenient for 4, 4. cy 1... 
executing the ſame Office, (as appears to be beforeat Will) under ſome refery- ner} i the 
ed Rent, for that the whole duty ariſing thereby ( the Weigh-Maſter and {27 ine 
Porters wages deducted) belonged to the City, until the year 1625. ſome diffe- 
rence happening between the then Lord Mayor and the Company, touching the 
Nomination of one to ſucceed the Weigh- Maſter, then lately Dead ; a Comt- 
mittee of Aldermen wgs appointed for the City, and a Committee of Grocers for 
the Company, who determined the ſame ; and the Company purſuant to that 
Agrecment, were to grant the City a Leaſe of their Weigh-houſe, being one 
great lower room, for 99 years,under the Rent of 10 L.per annumwhich the City 
accordingly had and enjoyed. 

And the Company afterwards granting a Leaſe to one Lyonell Newman, of a 
ſmall Ware-houſeat one end of the ſame Weigh-Houſe, and of all the Rooms 
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2s well over the Weigh-houſe, as over the ſame Ware-houſe, for a long term, at 
40 5. per annum, the City afterwards purchaſed the ſaid Lyonel! Newman's Interelt . 
And the whole being ſo conſumed by the Fire z upon application of the City to 
1c Tudgr decree The Judges at Cliſfords-lnn, and on hearing the City and Company, they decreed 
\.e Tuages acc d . . 
« Leaſc105e Cry the Company ( tor encouragement of the City to build |) ſhould grant the City 
qu. a Leaſe of the whole, with-additional years, under the entire Rent of 12 1. per 
Annam, which is drawn and prepared accordingly z being one Meſſuage erected 
by the City, on the ground, whereon the Weigh-Houſe and Ware-Houle 
ſtood, and now inthe occupation of Mr. W1lliams the Leallee of the City. 
The other branches of the Companies Revenue , together with the ſeveral 
Tie cher part f the Charities and uſes wherewith as awell, Sir Henry Keble, Sir William Laxtop, and 
axdiefeveral Mr. Bilſdons, as alſo every other branch thereof are charged, as alſo the ſeveral 
Critics nd Ve, Schools, and Eccleſiaſtical Promotions, in the Companies diſpolition, and under 
whe and every their Government and InſpeCtion, I have digeſted into an orderly Method (as 
branch we cerges; moſt proper there to be ſeen) in. Books for that purpoſe provided at the 
and Ecclefiafticel! Hall | | 
Weep mr ter Thus this Company long flouriſhed both before and after that time, with many 
Greks at the Hell. Eminent and Worthy Members, who became very liberal BenefaCtors, and had 
11ut always es TO great 2 ſhare all along in the Senators of this tamous 6 that they never 
"Adermanticir Wanted an Alderman of their Members yearly to ſucceed Maſter-Warden of this 
Aft. Company; and fo faithfully did they acquit themſelves of thoſe Charities they 
Irrrefted withms- were intruſted withal, that it gave them the greateſt Reputation of any Com- 
ny Chari. , . . 
Wiich the fark. PADY 30 London: Infomuch that many weli-diſpoled Perſons did coyet to make 
july 4ſcharged, This Corporation as. itwere the Corban of their Charities, which in proceſs of 
fund 11,5 re time became their Snare, as inthis Diſcourſe will immediately appear : Wherein 
— I ſhall endeavour by giving 4'true account of the Nature of thote Charities, to 
remove the reproach that hath been caſt on this Company, as if they had miſ-em- 
ployed them ; and make it plainly appear, that the Company of Grocers have in 
the Judgment of every impartial man (who ſhall wellweightheir Circumſtances 
from the firſt to the laſt) acquitted themſelves:in all the Truſt and Aﬀairs of 
this Company,as becomes Worthy Citizens, and beyond what the worlt of their 
DetraCtors might have juſtly expected from them. Eſpecially conſidering how 
ſmall a part of their yearly Revenue remains to. the Gompany, when the Year- 
= —_— iſſuing thereout, purſuant to the Difpolition ot the Donors, are 
qd uCt . ” F 


M! ST partof alltheLand Houſes and given'to the Grocers Company, were 
CC by the Donors'charged with yearly Charities, iſſaing thereour to certain 
luc,andſorarier uſes, by them limited and appointed,well nigh amounting to as much as the rent 
coarge then bens reſerved upon long'Leaſes 1n being, and let before they contracted any of their 
Debts, as 1 hereatter mentioned; all or moſt part. of which lay tm the City of 
London, and the ſame Leaſes many of them were nigh expiring about the time of 

the late dreadful Fire. . $0 
7+ r-gard many , Thoſe other Charities which were Sums of Money, given by ſeveral Bene- 
pong wrwrhd faſtors unto this Company ( there to remain as a Fund ) who charged the Com. 
pa yearly Charities, PAN ON that account with yearly payments to certain Pariſhes, Places, and Uſes, 
well nigh as much as the full Intereſt thereof amounted to, or very ſmall advan- 
tage to the Company, over and above the fame, ſo that the Company were ne- 
cellitated to diſpoſe of thoſe Sums of Mony at Intereſt; on the belt Securities they 
| could get, to enable them to make good thoſe yearly Charities. Many of whicn 
Which beingp 9! SECUT TIES Might in all probability become very backwards in payment, and ſome- 
proved bas. _ times quite Deſperate ; ſo that the Company having dayly Money preſſed upon 
them, were inforced to accept the ſame at Intereſt, and thercout continued con- 
ſtant payment of thoſe yearly Sums. And alſoto accommodate Young Men of 
their Members with Mony on Security, to ſet up purſuant to the Wills, of 
ſeveral Donors of that kind ( whereof they had not a few BenefaCtors) ſo that 
in time by occaſion of many Loſles and Caſualties of this Nature, it cannot be 
- 4nd {o 1/34ccrexp. IMAgined, but the Company muſt ſuſtain much damage, na@@withſtanding alltheir 
<4 1: riy., = Care and Endeavours, though they were not in the leaſt ſenſible thereof, till they 
had long after under greater preſlure tried their Securities, their Credit being 

very high and in great Reputation. 


But 
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But their Great Debts they Contrafted as fol. 
loweth, Viz. 


BOUT the Year 1640 his late Majeſty, King Charles, the Royal Mar- 


tyr, having Occafion for Money in his Exigenc ine hi 
A Condition and Defires known to this Arne A Their great Debt; 
they did take up Money upon their Common Seal,and to ſupply him did on Dy rad an 
curity of ſome of his Peers, accommodate his ſaid Majeſty with 45001. whi h ther Commen Seal, 
(the unhappy War Succeeding) is yet unpaid. ets > ys. 
Afterwards about the year 1642, this Company in Complyance with other © * +5001 
Corporations, and indeed with the whole City, were again required to raiſe T»ieve 
90001. for the Defence of the Kingdom of Ireland, and Relief of his faid _—_ gre Fog 
Majelſties diſtreſſed Subjects there,which they likewiſe took up upon Securit off ſed Sahjetts is | 
their Cupans __ , and which was never repaid. ann 2. 
And afterwards in the year 1643, in Complyance wi "SSP | 
they were compelled to lend the Ciry of Love, prboy yore - = like a 
manner advanced , and had the Common Seal of the Ciry for Socunicy —_ IT” 
of; =_ ſmall part whereof they afterwards received, the reſidue is yet 
unpaid. 
Theſe great Loans were the only Means that brought this Com 
into ſuch Extremity z Yet did they appear to be bo juſt in war 1” ten Trey made @ By- 
amongſt themſelves , - that having fo taken theſe great Sums of Money upon ar. 6 out 
*their Common Seal of ſeveral Perſons at Intereſt, they made a By = : tenſes Geka 
in their Court of Aſſiſtants to levy the ſame by Aileſlment upon theme! ” Seek felis 
and their Members, in caſe their Stock and Eſtate fell ſhort to pay it. oE 
And afterwards from year to year,as their Creditors call'd for their Principal, A? wich contine- 
(conſtantly paying the Intereſt as it became due) they took up other Mone ig 102 btreft duely 
(which was daily offered to the Company) and paid them off. Moon 
About the year 1661, The Company having ſuſtained many loſles, and their But d\/parring to 
Debts aaturally every year encrealing (the receiving no Intereſt of any to whom Princqpel @ Ito 
they themſelves had ſolent, and deſpairing of the Principal, and upon Audit of reth, 
the Wardens Accounts, finding ſuch prodigious Sums every year ſwallowed u 
in diſcharge of Intereſt) ſeveral of the Members taking the Companies Cond. ———— 
tion into Conſideration, moved the Court of Aſſiſtants, and a Comunittee was a "a9 tals Came 
pointed to inſpeCt the ſame: And to conſider of ſome way how to odviate the le Comin 
turther encreaſe of the Companies Debts, by ciſcharging them Gradually. But enjier orcas 
(other Matters intervening ) no progrels was made therein till afterwards a- OY 
bout the Month of Auguſt 1663, upon the like occaſfon they were reminded A tietite i 
thereof, and the Committee revived, and the further Conſideration reſumed; -"_ 
but having ſpent ſome time in conſidering which way to advance Money the 
fair Proſpect they had of advancing Money withina few years by renewin : Lea- i thepropet of 
ſes of their Eltates in Zondon to diſcharge the greateſt part of their Debrs: And pore Tagen, 
having Moneys daily preſſed on them to ſupply their occalions on Security of Experng) repred 
their Commen Seal, they were not haſty ro propoſe the renewing of cheir tellehe Forim1666 
Leaſes; many of them judging it for the Companics Advantage to defer that fi emſuned ak. 
ſome time longer, and to endeavour to get in their own Debts. In which Cir 4 
cumltances they continued, till ſoon after, before they had renewed an _—_ 
it pleaſed God the late dreadful Fire happened, Anno 1666 wha only 
their Hall, but their whole Revenue in London ( fo highly improvable u 4 
expiring Leaſes) was conſumed ; And the ſeveral Members then at the Helm, 
who (molt of them greatly ſuffered in their own private Capacities) were ſe- 
parated, and fo taken up with Care of diſpoſing of themſelves and Familie p 
that very few could attend the Afﬀairs of the Company. And ſo that dreadful 
Calamity rendred this Company (which ſuſtained fo great damage therein) +; 
utterly uncapable to comply with payment of their Debts and Charities, which So —_— 
an #- quart w_ = ardens Books to have been all along before that time tho fly ore 
Eq for 4 threat arged, as they grew due and were trom time to time 4! rhinge. "PIE 


But as foon after the Fire as the Members could have freedom from their 
own 


26 . A ſhort Account of the Company of Grocers. 


own diſtracting Afﬀairs, they took the Companies deplorable Condition into 
n« Fire avs their Conſideration, and found they had no refuge now left but to propound 


ecnſumed thew 


-../c Rverwe i» their Ground to Builders for long Leaſes, and advance what Monics they could 


— by way of Fines. And ( that they might leave nothing unattempted ) their 


« :o raj x1co: Stock and Eſtate by theſe providences falling ſhort (to pay thoſe great Debts 
vn 6115 ſocontratted) they applied themſelves (on their ſaid By-Law ) to the Parliament 
».z»expred, re pay Then ſitting, ſtating their Caſe how great Debts they owed, and how they be- 


g knees WED came ſo indebted, to advance thoſe great Sums which they could never hope to 


ſetvcr 70 he Parlias TECEIVEz and that although they had received no Intereſt, yet they had before 


—— that time paid for Intereſt of the Moneys (they had ſo taken up) nigh 30000 /. 


ther Member: And therefore pray'd an Act of Parliament to put their ſaid By-Law in Executi- 


_ 75” on by Aſſeſiment on their Members. But that was rejected as Impradticable; 


*.r Increftf That it ſhould bind any more than thoſe who were Patties to the making of it, 


_— 9 who were then moſt of them dead. Whereupon (asthe only means they had then 


Parliament reje- left) they endeavored to raiſe Money by letting their Ground ; and what ſhould 
ing « (« bnding fall ſhort therein, they propounded to make up among themſelves by a Vo- 


10 mcre than 


þarties) they were luntary Subſcription of their Members ; for whoſe Encouragement Sir John 

fence re i, ler, a worthy Member, at his own proper Charges, erected the ſtately 

lng Leaſes, and Fabrick out of its Aſhes, which is now their _— and Entertaining Room 
1 


ſmal! Rents. An4 Gyerit in the Garden, hoping thereby to incite other Members to follow ; ſhew- 


priuntecne,” ing himſelf Zealous, beyond all expreſlion, to raife and reſtore this Company 
—_ rhe cont. 4 OUT Of its Ruines and Calamity. 
76 that purp;ſe to 
_ <a To whoſe Memory the Company (as ſoon as they had 
cnnrage them afterwards Re-built and enlarged their Hall) in pur- 
Stately Building 1 ſuance of ſeveral Orders of the Court of Aſſiſtants, in 
a" 0 grateful Acknowledgment,cauſed his Lively Statue in 
mgmt ry Efhgie in white Marble to be erected on the right 
reftedin the Faw Hand at the Upper end of the Parlour. And that 
_ the ſame may ſurvive the Caſual Accidents of Fire, 
and Canker of Envy, my Deſire is hereby to record 
the Memory of ſo Worthy a Benefactor, to the end 
"Marmora Mazoni his * Name (when Time,the Devourer of all things, 
—— may have decayed his Statue) may be freſh and flou- 


riſhing amongſt the Generations to come, who ſhall 
in after Ages ſucceed happy Members of this Society. 


And in order to carry on fo good a Work, a general Summons was otdered 

Tivy continue En. Of the Members and a Committee appointed, and ſeveral meetings had amongſt 
deavewrs torarſe themſelves to obtain Subſcriptions ( wherein a good Progreſs was made) and 
Meng ty 55 their ground propounded to Builders for what Fines they could get under the 
; old Rents, (which they could not much leilen in regard of their Charities 
iſſuing thereout, wherewith their Donors charged them) in order to advance 

Money ; which accordingly was done, and ſeveral Meetings had with their 

of OS” UPS Creditors. To whom they propounded to pay their Principal Money, part 
ther Credivers, pers COWNyg and the Reſidue by two Payments at 5 and 10 years, to be ſecured by 
gn 1 their Common Seal. Moſt of their Creditors, complying with this fair pro- 
t 5 «nd 10 years: pOſal, conſidering that the Money fo to be raiſed, mult be advanced even great 
ee {a Part of it by a free Contribution, and Voluntary Gift of the Members, who 
d. many of them Liberally contributed ; and great Sums were raiſed and paid: 
Bar ſme Members BYE whilſt ſome of the Members were purſuing this good Deſign, ard the 
backward: and COmpany in a hopeful way of wholly diſcharging themliclves, the unkirdneſs 
ad yr eeckgg of ſome and backwardneſs of other Members, who ſhould have followed ſo 
Company, whica £OOd Examples, gave ſuch Interruption as occaſioned ſome of their Creditors 
pet the #44144 (inſtigated by inconſiderate and ſelt-ſecking Agents ) unadviſedly to ſuc the 
who might have Company, and the very Ruines of their Hall to be ſequeſtred and ſeized ; al- 
[an54,.4 though thoſe Creditors, afterwards repented themſelves thereof, as ſenſible 
: they had notonly put themſelves to great Charges (which they could never be 
(re-imburſed 
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re-imburſed )but had thereby injured the relt of the Creditors in diſcouraging ſo 

good a deſign, and obſtructing the gifts of ſo many Worthy Members, of whom _ = _ _ 
ſeveral afterwards dicd , before their help could be a gain ſeafonably ſought for, ,./ Mg, 
which wholly Eclipſed the Reputation of the Company, rendring them (for the 7s _ 
preſent) uncapable of further paying ;z till ſome time after ſeveral Worthy a4 king the 
Members continuing their Endeavours (to carry on 10go0d a Work begun j farm to]. 1 per 
procured Money to be. raiſed to pay ofi part, and more to he lentto diſcharge 4/c.arge ſuch 
the relt of the Scqueitrations, by Perlons, to whom their Creditors aſligned po yoann 
the ſame by direction of the Company , and by letting their Lands in freland, newicnce as Hed 
ſinking the Rent to 10/. per Annwm;, and thereby, as allo by Benevolences and pa CID 
Gifts of their Members, paid off a good part of their Debts: and to ſupply what 

they could not otherwiſe for the preſent advance, they took up Money upon Se- Zu: cheir Hall (be- 
curity of the Equity of Redemption of their whole Eſtate. Whereby, it plain- Fes wa wy 
ly appears, they uſed all ways and means they were Capable of, to raiſe Money, dirgwhch Whol 
reſerving nothing but the growing hope of their ground-Rent, which they are p/a< —_ 
in Juſtice hound to preſerve as a Seed for their Poſterity; they having already preacices, they con- 
paid, of their own Benevolence, and what they have ſo borrowed on Security nw <for mie 
of the remaining part of their Eſtate (which they have taken up tor 7 years At Revenar,and had 
4 1. per Cent.) far above the real value (to be fold) of what they receire there- j/eromna” 
out, over and above the yearly Charities, wherewith the ſame are charged by Ai which nat" 
the Donors: However (clouded with theſe Circumſtances) the Work went but IEEE 
flowly on ; the Generality of the Members, that ſhonld have now contributed !«r Aeankers fur- 
cheir Aſliltance to diſcharge the whole, being unſatisfied, as looking on the (g14 mewn. 
Gifts of ſome particular Perſons, to lignihe little rowards ſo great a Work, cumin) 
unleſs ſome better Encouragement might be given to procure a Subſcription of 

the whole Bady of Members ; being of opinion, That fo long as the Hall lay 

thus Ruinous, it wholly diſcouraged al. And under theſe fad Circumſtances 

the Company concinued, until it pleaſed God to move Sir John Afore, (a Wor- Til Sir Join 
thy Member of this Society, who taking into his Conlideration irs deplorable 7,4, 7am 
Condition, every year lellening in Reputation by reaſon of their Hall thus in 4-4 «er #4: 
Ruines, which not only diſcouraged Men to take their Freedoms, and Appren- ian mr gg 
tices tobe bound there, and BenefaCtors borh in their Life-time and by their lagptte Bile 
Witls,from their Liberality ; but alſo rendred the Society almoſt Contemptible ;) ;cmeus ther Re. 
Our of his Kindneſs and good Will towards this his own Company, was very /7*«<..nd y 
inclinable at his own Charge to repair the Great Hall ; hoping thereby to en- ont ns” 
courage other Members by his Example to contribute their Aſliſtance, either in #remc+ and 4 
re-editying or augmenting the reſidue of their ancient Seat : As the only means 75,mpe,t”** 
left ro promote an Univerſal compliance of all other Members,according to their 

ſeveral Degrees and Abilities, in liberal Contributions towards diſcharge of the 

great Arrears of their Debts and Charities: Which being made known to a 

Court of Aſliſtants, Sir James Edwards, (then Maſter of the Company,being pre- T« wardens an4 
ſent)w-s pleaſed to make it the Requelt of that Court to him, on behalf of the <a, 6 
Company, to purlue ſuch his .good Intention : Acquainting him, that he uw 
doubted not but it ſhould be followed with ſo happy Succeſs, that the Grocers 

Hall , which may juſtly claim precedency of all Halls and publick Places with- $:vcra! wertty 
in this City of London, for Scituation, and many other Conveniences might, in eve: conmiure 
a ſhort time, be made the moſt commodious Habitationfor a Lord Mayor. And F,2E7 Me, 
m order to carry on ſo good a Work (encouraged therein by ſeveral other 

Worthy Members then preſent) it was referred to the Wardens, together 

(with ſome other Members)calling to theirAſliſtance ſuchWorkmen and others as 

they ſhould think fit,toconlider of, and propound a Model for ſuch additional 

Building, in ſuch place as might make the Hall very Commodious, both for 

Ornament and Uſe; to anſwer ſo noble a Deſign. Upon Report of which 
Committee, ſoon after Sir John Frederick,, Sir James Edwards, Sir Henry Tulſe, 

and ſeveral other Aldermen and Worthy Members,agreed to contribute liberally 

towards this additional Building : For which a Preamble was ordered, and ac- 

cordingly drawn and engrolled, whereby thoſe that were Subſcribers , declared 

how ſenlible they were,that if the Hall ſhould long continue under theſe Circum- 

ſtances , not only all that had been done would be wholly fruitleſs, but all that _ _ EEC 
remained (for which they were Truſtees to the Generations to come)wou!ld ſoon "ard _— 
waſte into nothing,which would reproachfully render thepreſent Members moſt #-r-", 
ungrateful to their Anceſtors,whoſe Names ſtill Bloſſom in what remains of thoſe 

Pious Monuments of their Charities , and obnoxious to thole who ſhould ſuc- 
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Husbandry 
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Husbandry as was poſſible to be managed, yet ſwells to double the ſum which#* #4 img | 


was at firlt propounded to be disburſed, and thereforecalled for further zſliſtance —_— — 
of more Members, than at firſt was deſigned,to contribute to the fame. Which © &# r-pmndes, 
Work being ſo compeatly finiſhed, manifeſtly appears to have been the only yr nul rn 


means left to keep the Company upon a Foundation, which otherwiſe, muſt in a ** m«ke# Go 


ſhorttime, have naturally ditlolved of it ſelf;for that the Apprentices and Freemen, ſwers at in the 
of any eſtate or value, who before wholly declined, have now dayly encreaſed, advantage it groes, 
as having a proſpeCt, by what is viſible, of a proſperous carrying on the whole mers h _— 
W ork anſwerable thereto: And that though this charge of the building amounted = ve ten 
to a great Sum, yet when 'tis conſidered, that the Company may probably re- —— wo. hr 
ceive yearly (if they pleaſe) as much as the intereſt of the Monies therein dif- *##7*«w> and 
burſed amountsto; and that ſo great a part thereof, as was already paid, would OTE 
not have been given uponany other account, and that the work now compleated, "7 meer; 
is in its ſelf of far greater value, then all the other part of the Companies Reve- res noon 
nue, (over and above the Charities iſſuing - rea and that thoſe ſeveral Sams => <4 4. 
ſo ſubſcribed, were thus freely given by feveral Worthy Members, on Purpoſe faregetoufuters 
for this great Work; that it might encourage the whole Members, freely and 7-2 : 
liberally to contribute towards therefidue of this Work and the Debts: To which Meme :» —_ 
end | have, to the beſt of my Capacity , compoſed theſe Sheets for their Informa- 7 nnd ther 
tion and Encouragement, to follow io good Examples. That ſo great and good Ts LIEN 
a Work, wherein ſo many thouſands are and may be concerned, may be cheer. 4/7 tn bf ne 
fully carried on, and they may all ( as Felow- helpers) have the honour to be re- ———— 
corded amongit the Generations to come, The happy Repairers and Reſtorers of 


the Company of Grocers, 


POSTSCRIPT. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Tre Company, when 


the Quo Warranto a HE Company of Grocers,at the time when the Q-0 Warrant 0 Was brought 
emacs +. ag fo againſt them, Arno 1684. were (of all Companies in London ) under 
om enced Þ the moſt irregular Government, as to By-Laws and Ordinances, to 
nances, having 


made that are warrant their Actions and Procecdings, not having any extant (that 
«rent foxce Kg 1 ould find ) made and legally Confirmed lince the time of King Herryy the 8th. 


yer rt any 'In whoſe Raign (by ſearch) 1 found on Record,Jin the Town-Clerks Office, many 


ſcar the Difen= Cited tothe Diſtempers and Nature of the Myitery of the Grocery in thoſe days; 
ns. _y er but-having taken Copies of them ( nigh an hundred Sheets) on peruſal I found 


andex! 4: **: them moſt Obſolete and out of Uſe, and very defective to cure, or antidote the 
ich map 


provedf:ral,1ad nt Diſeaſes or Corruptions of the preſent Conſtitution of the Company. So that 
ren, wg *theRenewing,and Confirmation of our Charter,proved an happy opportunity to 
Leechers. this Company, notonly to have a relaxation and quzerms of all Offences and Miſ- 


Wire (by aid of priſions, that might have proved fatal, through defect of ſuch SanCtions of Go- 


car late Maſter, the 


Earief Mulgrave, yernment ( which are eſlentially neceſſary to every Corporation :) But by the 
ki render, 2nd and wo of the Right Honourable the Earl of A4ulgrave, now Lord Cham- 


Tenkins,rnterceding 


zi h1s/are 4a» herlain of his Majeſties Houſhold, then our Maſter, and Mr. Secretary 7enk;ns 


Po re eeeed ( ON ACCOUNT of the true friendſhip he bore to Fohn Jeffreys Eſq; one of our molt 


this mper): worthy Members) interceding with his late Majeſty King Charles the Second, of 
pn cn Bleſſed Memory ( who gracioully condeſcended to own himſclt our Maſter ) our 


grantedrothisGom- Charter was enlarged with theſe following advantages,(viz.) A Confirmation of 
Fe 2e6f2 a Charter made by King, Henry the 6th, granting the Office of Garbling to this 


e Garking, m 4k Company, in all places in this Kingdom (the City of London only excepted;)which 
(ondoneny  Priviledge,by non-ufage for ſome years, was grown almoſt out of knowledge to 
excepted. } the Members,until by ſearch for other Charters,l found it on Record intheTower. 


—_ ” - © By declaring the Species of the Myſtery, which betore in the former Charter, 


"Lua, cn. Was exprelled generally under the Denominatior. of Grocery A = In our new 
filtiners, Thacees Charter, is declared to contain all Druggiſts, ConfeCtioners, Tobacconiſts and 


ns, «nd Tac T'obacco-Cutters, as having been branched out of, and bred by Grocers, (there 
(wiers m Lonacon, 


«xd 74 :9p/; being then no Company of them, or any of them) all thele, as well as Grocers, in 
erencaperated I 1,1G0n,0r Within 3 Miles of the Libertics of the ſame, are incorporated into 


kereum,and never to 


be eparared jrom This Company, and never to be ſeparated from us, or otherwiſe incorporated; 


"id ph i. With liberty given to all Perſons uling any part of the Myſtery, whether Free of 


190g all Pons any other Company Or no, to incorporate themſelves therein; not judging it 
"1: Groans 2:7 reaſovable to compell them, (as Men that have born Office in one Pariſh, from 
fe2icners, Drug- thence into any other) todo the like. : : 

CON cit politively enjoyns them all to bind their Apprentices for the future, to 
rers, fix ever «fer Members of the Grocers Company, and to be turned over to their Maſters to 
one ſerve theirApprenticeſhips,and all(as well thoſe whoſe terms are expired,as)thoſe 
bers if thus Compa= that are not tO tzke their Freedoms of the Grocers, 1n order to preierve a SUc- 
[en $69.icellion in this Company, which otherwiſe muſt in tew years have tunk, tor want 
Andfer as accor-of Members, to the total Ruin and DeſtruCtion of their Charities and Govers- 
mera ment. And for their Accommodation in that behalt,there 1s an order of the Court 
1:cre is an Order if of Aldermen, as alſo of the Court of Aſſiſtants, for the Beadle of the Grocers 


mend a Company, to be the Medium ( in caſes where they have no other Fricnd of 


the Aſitans,fir the Company ) for their Apprentices to be bound to him, and ſo turned 
lem to be bound to 


tie Beadleaf the OVET 10 the Maſter whom he is to ſerve 5 which clauſe in the Charter for 
Grocers, «n4:wrm- ſg doing, Mr. Attorney General, and ſome other Council ( with whom the 


ed over to they 


Mafters. Company adviſed) did much Scruple at firſt, by reaſon of the Cultom (ſup- 
Te *64/-f t<kyg poſed to be) in London, for a Freeman's Son to have his Freedom by Patrimo- 


Freedom by Patri- 


mwyſer forth, and BY ( at his own Election ) of whatſoever Company his Father was a Mem- 
ee Error deeited. er , though the Son had been bound Apprentice to a Member of another My- 


Tat it 12 only to 


excend role Cay, ſtery 3 wherein (upon due Examination) it was {ound ro be a vulgar Error, and a 
om eve preat Miſtake by long uſage grown into a Cuſtom, extending this Cuſtom of 


ry, unleſs the Sen 17 


of tie ſame ters, Patrimgny ( which is reſtrained only to a Freedom ot the City ) to every 
wieref tas Father Company 


was Free. 
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Company inthe City, whereas the Apprentice though he may have his Freedom 
(whether he Serve or no.) of the City by his Fathers Copy, yet he ought (ac- 
cording to the Original deſign and intent of every Charter of Incorporation) to 
take his Freedom of his proper Myltery, where there is any Corporation of ſuch 
Myſtery. For that every Myſtery hath been incorporated to no other end; but 
to have all their Members, and all uſing their Myſtery, well Governed by proper 
Judges viz. by Men beſt knowing and experienced therein; whereas the contrary 
practice hath introduced a ſpurious Mixcure in all Societies; and cauſed all abuſes, 
pollibly in the Government of the City, and made Menas lawleſs and ungovern- 
able,as their corrupt and looſe Principles will lead them to. DES: 
s for Example, . 


As for Example, a Member of the Barber Chirurgeons, puts his Son Appren- waCarme mF 


tice to a Carpenter or Black-Smith, or any other Mechanick trade, if the Son Blackfnich, wg4: 
( having thus ſerved his Apprenticeſhip) out of Pride, Prejudice or ſiniſter end, 7" mymreezn 


ſhall take his Freedom by Patrimony of the Barber Chirurgeons, ( whereof his curgeoms, thugs 
Father was a Member ) he is thereupon Sworn to obſerve the By-Laws and Ordi- 7 fnirme f 
nances, made for well governing of the Barber Chirurgeons which is to Bleed, Md = 
dreſs Wounds, &c. things unknown to him and impotilible for him to obſerve, 
and ( which is worſe ) makes him never after mindful of his Oath, and frees him 
from all Obligation to take notice of, or to obſerve thoſe Ordinances made for 
well governing the Carpenters, which is his proper Myſtery; and ſo he becomes a 
lawleſs Perſon. And from thence in that,as in other like Cales, the end and delign 
of all Corporations is totally abuſed and defeated, belides the great wrong done 
to the Company,which is thus deprived of irs Members, which ſhould ſupport the 
charge and grandeur of their Society, of which Injury no Company in Londoz,have 
morecauſeto complain then the Grocers. But all other Perſons uling a calling, 
of which there is no Corporation, in being, as Norwich-FaCtors Merchants, &c. 
dare at liberty to take their Freedom, of what Company they have ſerved to, 
* or by Patrimony of their Fathers, or by Redemption of what Company they 
pleaſe: But having once made their Election, they are obliged to continue therein, 
unleſs they ſhall be tranſlated thence by order of the Court of Aldermen, and 
conſent of the Company into another. 
And whereas two Cauſes have been alligned for diſcouragement of Perſons to Ti Cauſes diem: 


take their Freedom of the Grocers, (viz.) raging Poſs fro 
1 The great charge they were incident to bear above other Companies. dew of the Grootr 


2 The reproach contraCted by reaſon oftheir Hall lying in Ruins and under Se- 7/97 charge 


queſtration, and the great Debts they owe. Both which by the Prudence and Tre reproach sf their 
Care of our Government, (now blefled be God) are removed and-on the con- 3, 5 2 
trary, greater Arguments may be uſed to encourage ſuch as left us to return,and are nw rem nnd. 
others to Incorporate themſelves into this Company, belides the many ancient 
priviledges, which the Members of the Grocers Company are lntituled unto : For = thecmras 
eaſeof their Members they do not take Fines to excule them of Warden or Ste- Rn 
ward as heretofore, but in ſpecial caſes, neither do they call them on the Cloath- 2 Prviedger in 
ing (as in moſt other Companies) but when it.is moſt manifeſt they have been of dans, 0 
long continuance, or are of ſufficient Ability, freely to accept it; and ſo it is Fn wif 
uſnally, a long time before it comes toa Young mans turn, to bear any charge yo” TORR: ſuffe- 
or burthen here; and when it doth, the charge of Livery, Steward, and other 77 ,**% «4 # 
Othces, areall reduced to a very low and ealie rate; or if they Fine, or hold, bove half, mnuch 
the Charge is not much. above half ſo much as it was heretofore ; all ſq ****-*#rc. 
ſertled by the Court of Aſliſtants, for eaſe and encouragement of their 

Members. 

Our Hall having been new built and beautified, there is a moſt certain Ground- —_ —_— 
rent, by decree ſettled to anſwerall our yearly Charities. As well ( where we 229 Y ai ne 
have, as where before we had no Fond) to ſecure the due and conſtant yearly vo wv 
payment of them to their proper Obje&t, to remove all that dayly Clamour and ** i» muck nex- 
RetleCtion, which for ſeveral years palt in all places, rendred them reproachfnl = ring phe ng 
throughout the City and Kingdom. and Keproach on 

Our By-Laws by molt learned Counſell are fettled, purſuant to our late Char- my "eB 
ter, lo enlarged, our ancient Uſages and Priviledges, for well Governing and 94: oe 
Ordering our Members and Myſtery in every kind regulated and augmented —_— —_— 
and ſupplyed with addition of new, ſuited to all our defects, which will with- Comnſels prepared 
out doubt encourage our BenefaCtors, liberally to contribute towards AE 
charge of the remainder of our Companies Debts, ſo that there cannot be a ren and ul 
better foundation laid to raiſe and reſtore - Company. ASit was 109 years 7 yn, 
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es of ſince a Seminary of good Citizens and Nurſery of the beſt Charities in Londor, 


Y-=npreſlv3, a4:d 1O conſequently, no Apprentice can well or probably may hope to be planted 
7: enceurage w jN 2 better Corporation, in order to his future advantage. 


Fenefactors, that 


wow Andto theend thatall Perſons concerned uſing this Myſtery, either as Grocer, 
reſtored, a14: ws 4 Druggſt, Confettioner , Tobacconiſt, or Tobacco-Cutrer in London, and within 3 


oe eeves, Miles of the Liberties thereof, may have notice thereof, and give due obedience 
«nd Sewmary of and conformity to what hath been ſo deſigned by the ſaid Charter, By-laws, and 
"ls: ancient Uſages, and this Company ſuffer no longer by their Defaults, cither in 
1-1 ma) w lager not obſerving,or trangreſſing the ſame z the Heads thereof will. in ſhort time be 
,” bps Printed and Publiſhed, and left at their ſeveral Dwellings, and places of abode, 
peſing the, .,, fOr their Caution and better Information. And certainly all this conſidered ; it 
<oxcemall wſngthe CANNOT be doubted but every Member of this Company, will call to mind the 


Abſtery m London great Obligation he lies under (if he will mind his Oath,either as a good Chriſtian 
ofereſud will Or an honeſt Man) in and by all things according to his Power, on all opportu- 
hd rs my Dities, not only to pabliſh and make Known unto all Perſons concerned, what is 
kave xticcroCn> TOTEQUiIred of them, but will alſo move and excite them, by the beſt Arguments 
form theres. and Ways they can, ſpeedily to comply with their duty herein, and fo avoid the 

penalties and charges they will otherwiſe expoſe themſelves to, in a chargeable 


way, and be compelledat laſt toyield obedience and conformity thereunto. 


THE 
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CONCLUSION. 


Hi thus ſtated the condition of the Company,as it long flouriſhed in Splendor, n,, co.ctggun 


and gradually through theſe and various providences, and the ſad effetts of Addreſs 
IWar and Fire: How it groaned under ſo great preſſure in its ſadder Circum- 
ſtances: And having ſet before you the happy encouragement already now given, and up tumby me: 
the Methods propownded again to raiſe and reſtore this Company to uts former ſplendor: ry re 
1 now turn to the Honorable and Worthy Members of whom it conſiſts: And you my 
noble and good Maſters, under whom I hold my Station in this place, I moſt humbly 
pray you(of your wonted Benignity) to bear with my Zeal and Freedom, and the boldneſs 
I « "a moſt humbly to move you, to ſet to your belping hands in this Work, ſo excellent 
ard acceptable to G od aud every good Man. | | ; | 
1. By remembring you of thoſt emintnt good Charities, ” which thoſe _ Mem t,ym example o 
bers who went before you in former times, and are to this aty celebrated;, and have left -- —— 
us ſuch grounds ( 4s bas built) gives us the proſpett of a great Revenue when the © © 
Leaſes are out, which (though far diſtant) are and will be every year ( likg uſefull Tim- 
- ber) a more growing hope to Poſterity. | | 
2. That you would not only thinkt enough to praiſe them, but be provoked by a gene- tt 
rous Emulation, to follow their Example, liberally and bountifully to afford your Aſſiſtance, whey kave ts nid 
not only to ſecure, but alſo toencreaſe this growing bope, that our Burthen and Reproach ® 
being removed, our Benefattors may be encouraged, and this Society ſtill preſerved a Se- 
minary of good Merchants, and as a Treaſury of Charity 1, That ſo the ſucceeding Gene- 
rations may bleſs and honour you, as much as you do thoſe Worthy Members in former 
times, when your Names ſhall be recorded, as Raiſers and Reiorers of the Company of ©5*" this peek 
Grocers. Dwcy. 
3. That what you do, yo would do ſpeedily, whereby yolt will draw on others that need 
quickgning and encouragement by your Example, and in ſo doing, youwill not only have 
the Comfort of what you do your / nk but be the happy promoters mn others , of what the 
Company will have tauſe to bleſs God, and give you thanks for. 
4-T har you will conſider how great a deliverance you had to eſcape the late dreadful Fire 
with your lives ;, and bow gracious God hath been to you ſtill, ro entruſt you with his 
Talents for improvement (as Stewards) in his Work; eAnd that this Company which 
ſuffered ſo much in that Calamity, hath no other hands bit yours to repair her 
reaches. 
5- That youcan have no ſuch true comfort in the World on a Sick,bed, or in any othe: 
Calamity, as to be conſcious of doing good Works of this Nature, when as faithful 
Stewards of that which is not conſigned to you into Property, but into Tru#t, you have 
(as goed and faithful Servants) but well diſpoſed of a parcel of your great Lords Eſtate, 
according to bis own Will. 
And for your encouragement, this is a Work, moſt acceptable to God, and inviting 
to every good Man, the Redemption Relief and Support of the moſt Ancient and Illuſtri- 
ous Corporation in this Metropolis,with all her numerous Off spring, the Aged,the Widdow, 
and the Fatherleſs, the Blind, the Lame, andthe Impotent, all that God ( who 3s Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs himſelf commends ( after his own example) to your Charity, and as ca-  . | 
pable of Almes, with moſt extenſive B eſſngs, promiſes of Rewards, and to be negletted -. 
under the moſt ſevere Threatnings and Pumſhments. 
And further this your kindneſs will not periſhas a Meals Meat, or a Draught of cold 
Water (though that has excouragement a Man would think, that will give credit 19 our | 
Saviow himſelf) but this your Charity will be as a laſting Seed, laid on the pureſt roy pee - 
Foundation of thoſe Holy and good Men, who were our Pions Founders, and whoſe Names 
after ſo many hundred years, ſmell ſweet and bloſſom in the duſt , and are now Ar4 inviting to 
Bleſſed with God, receiving the Recompenſe of their Reward, whilſt their Works follow ©? vs: 
them 


And preſſed with s 
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bugs ſhall bere beftow, will be to open and 
refre hi | 1g Comforts and Relief 
os Bs the Fountain from whence they 
Birve on always ſo acceptable ro God, that 
* continue longeſt in the Name and F amily, 


part of Armes wp I pray onfir þ how Almes in Sor 

_—— an Odor a ot, melling Savor ;, and it is theſe perfumes that will prove 
ſourcing 85 _ tables tq God, and bave @ good Savor amongſt Men. So I conclude, with my Prayers 
ps fe encline @ your Hearts, elegans, to your ſeveral Degrees and Qua- 


arſon ſelves en, and as good Citizens and 
Aa wo  aohareef m of Duty, which alone moved me to 


make thismy chit [no 10.y08 41; and fhall 


my endeavours to perform, as 


Right Honourable, 


Grocers-Haf, 


Jan. 1, 168h Right Worſhipful, 


And the reſt of the Worthy Members, 
T10UR 
Moſt Humble, and 
Faithful Servant, 


W. Ravenhill, Clerk of the 
Society of the Myſtery y 


the Grocers. 


Moſt humbly Dedicated the firſt day of this New Year. 


Non Donum, ſed Donantis Animum. 


